


BY

DECLASSIFIED PER

NAD F4SOOS '
, NARA DAT,,E_:-(é-'—“E-—“——____L:___T__—_}J

401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)

REPORT OF OPERATIONAL

MISSION # 164

l, Assigned Target:
2 Commitments:

1.  Terget Bombed:

2, @&, Group Leader:

Lead Navigator:

DAY

MISSION SUMMARY REPORT

Date ‘2 Novesber 1944 -

ASSIGNMENT
MERSFBURG, GERMANY (LEUNA SYNTHETIC OIL)

The 40lst Group furnished three 12 A/C Squadrons for
the 94th "A" Group, Iwo PFF A/C were included in the lead
Squadron, and one PFF A/C in the Highe A spare accompanied
each formation,

EXECUTION
MERSEBURG, GERMANY (PFF)
Capte A. H. CHAPMAN (CARROLL)

Fxtre Navigator: 1st Lt. J. L. MALONE

Lead Bombardier: Capt. W. T. HUTSON

be Low Squadron Leader: lst Lt, B. F. CARNS

Lead Navigator:

l1st Lts D. B. LIGON

Lead Bombardier: lst Lt. M. J. WIEGLER
c. High Squadron Leader: Capte Re M, DEMPSEY

Lead Navigator:

1st Lt. L, W, SELLERS (WALTERS « "Mickey")

Lead Bombardier: ist Lt, W. W, DOLAN
Flight Over Fngland:
as Takeof!:

Normal with sbout 1/4 mile visibility. Ome aircraft in the High
Squadron failed to take off.

b. Squadron and Group Assemblies:

The Squadron and Group assemblies were moved up 2,000' by the Weather
to

ship, but were accomplished in geod order and with time .
buncher,with 36 ships and 2 spares in form=tion. Just prior to 1
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Mission Summary Report (Cont'd)

‘. b.

Continued:

the buncher the 94th "B" Group oircled through our assembly area causing
94th "A" Group to depart North of the buncher on time to avoid a collision
course,

Route Over England:

Times at all points over lngland were made good. From point "C" an
unidentified Group (believed to be 3rd Division) tried to cross over from
our right to our left but since 94th "A" was slightly shed of him and on
its briefed course 94th "A™ held its position forcing the unidentified
Group to lose time and ¢ ircle behind us., 94th "A® arrived at Control
Point # 1 on time and turned on c curse exactly two minutes behind the
40th "B" Group. The Division columa ineluding 49 "A", 40 "B" and 94th "A"
was perfect,

4, Attack:

be

Flight to Tuet:

Meintained the briefed # 5 position the column during the entire
flight. Crossed the Coast at Control Point ## 2 four minutes early and
1,000' too low, but this was due to & wind shift. Strong winds blew
entire division ahead of 94 "A" to the left of course. 94 "A"™ turned
back to right to ¢ ross over IP and follow 40 "B" on bombing run., Two
Groups of 3 rd Division came off target over same route. First Division
made its bambing rum but luckily they did not interfere.

Bombing Runs

Lead Squadron:

Before we reached the IP the weather ship reported that the target
was covered with clouds and the bembing would have to be PFF, We cut
the IP short attempting to stay in Division formation and then had te
make sevendS's to get behind the two Groups that ocut in ahead of use
Winds were much stronger than briefed rmaking it very difficult for the
Mickey Operator to kill the drift. Bombs were dropped at 1240 on a

Mag Heading of 195° The lead salvo; all others used a 100 foot intere
valometer setting. The AFPCE was 0 K, Bombing was entirely PFF.

Low Squadron?

We had no PFF ship so we flew in trail, close to the Lead Squadron
on the bomb run, When the Lead Squadrom dropped, the Bombardier waited
till we came abreast of their smoke marker and then salvoed his bombs,
All others dropped with a 100 foot intervalometer setting. The AFCE
worked satisfactorily.
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Continued:
High Squadron!

We were informed thet bombing would be by instruments before we re-
ached the IP, We cut the IP short to stay in the Division columm. Cloud
cover was about 8/10ths all the way but nothing could be identified on
the gpound between the breaks. The Mickey Operator took over at the IP
and brouzht us in, The rate needed a few small corrections and these were
made at the Mickey Operators direction. About half way down the run a
formation came off the target heading right for us sos we gained some
altitude, skipped over them, and then leveled off again 600 feet over
the briefed indicated altitude, DBombs were salvoed by the Leader when
the indices crossed; all others used a 100 foot intomlme'bor setting,
The AFCE functioned properly,

Flight from Target:

Rally after bombing run was very good despite intense f{lak and con=
trails. Withdrawal was made in § 3 position in Divisjon column. Re~
ceived slight inaccurate flask over a cersl north of Osnabruck,

Return to Base:

After departing enemy coast the Group turned right of course to let
down through a hole in the cloud deck. We crossed coast in at 2,500'
and proceeded to base for e normal landing., Ships with wounded and
camera ships were cleared from formetion at coast in., High and Low
Squadrons proceeded to "Y" buncher to sircle untill called in by tower.
411 ships except one failing to return landed safely at home base.

Weather:

Weather was. described as 6/10ths to 8/10ths cumulus cloud cover
generally over continent emroute to target and back, Tops at 8,000 te
10,000', 8/10ths over target area with dense mntrails at 27,000 ft.
and above,

Fighter Support:

Excellent throughout entire mission. Mainteined radio contact with
all Groups of fighters assigned to 94 "A™ Group during the mission.

Comments on Formation:

Pormation was fair. High Squadron broke up on way in because of one
ship stalling out., Leader's air speed checked as SOP several times during
flight however,
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10,

he Conclusions and Recommendations:

Better coordination between 5rd and lst Division routes. Conflicts
were encountered over England and over target despite 94th "A"™ Group was
on time and on course,

Aircraflt Not Attacking:
High Squadron:

Aﬂ} 43-37736 ~ Sortie, Returned after entering enemy territory due to
loss of Turbo Supercharger boost om # 3 engine. Caused by large hole in ex=
haust segment for i § oylinder,

Enemy Opposition:

Between 10 to 20 ME 109's were encountered after leaving target at
approximately 10 mile: SW of Merseberg. Lead A/C of High Squadren reported
that 10 ME 109's flew at 2 o'clock high, peeled off and made individual passes
at Low section of the High Squadron. Other crews report attacks from 8 o'clock
High to Low sabout 15 degree angle of attack. FEnemy fighters queueing up four
at a time for attack end weaving from side to side; attrnck breaking off at 150
to 200 yards. A/C were @ilver colored, with green spinners snd green stripe on
top of vertical stabilizers, with black markings. After leaving target, four
single jet A/C were observed at approximately 28,000 leaving intermittent, dark
contrails, which disgipated in about 20 seconds. Crews believe jets were used
as decoys as 4 Mi 108's came in sm & pursuit curve., An escorting P51 broke
up the formation of ME 109's and other friendly fighters chased them aways At
1305 hours, (5110 - 1100E), 3 ME 109's were reported at 9 o'clock (85, but
did not attack. One claim is being submitted. (See flak Report for

Battle Demage :
hior Minor To Flak To E/A
Casualties:

9 MIA = A/C 4338169

Statistical Summary Of Operations (See attached form)

Bnbin; Data: @, Observetions:

Due to almost complete undercast results were unobserved. Pombs fell in
the close proximaty of the bombs in the preceding Wing which were seen striking
the target area. :
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Mission Summary Report (Cont'd)

10, b, Disposition of Bombs:

Lead Squadron:

A1l the 12 A/l RET attacked the target dropping 214 x 250 M57 bombs.
The spare A/l returned 18 bombs to base.

Low Squadron:

All the P2 A/C EET attacked the target dropping 216 x 260/ M57 bombs,
The spare Aﬁ: returned 18 btombs to base,

Bigh Squadron:

Of the 12 A/ EET eleven attacked the target, dropping 197 X 250 #
M5T bombs. The aborting AL (#736) jettisoned 13 bombs and returned the
remaining 5 bombs to base,

¢s Tebular Summary of Disposition of Bombs:

Aireraft Sombs
Over Bomb=  Tum= Tasing
Target ing ber Size Type Nose Tail
Main Bombfall 35 35 827 280f MSY 1/10 1/40
Other Attacks - - - - - - -
Total Bombs on Target 627 250f M57 1/i0 140
Other Fxpenditures 13 250f M7 1/20 1/40
Bumbs Returned 41 250f wMs7 _1/20 1/40
Total (Loaded on A/C Taking 0f£f) 681  250f wM57 1/10 - 1/40
11, Lost Aircraft:
AL § 8gdn Position in Formation Loecation of Loss  Cause
43-38159 615 Lead A/C low section, Just past target.  Flak
(oss) High Sqdn, 40lst Gp.
Submi tted By:

KEN W. DAUBLE,
Captain, Air Corps,
Statistical Officer,
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS
80lst Group 1st BD F. 0. 541 Date of _2 Novemher 1944
Lead High ; Low
B e PFF - GHl} [PFF - GH
—-le Ne._of A/C Failing te Take OFf S 1 . s
2. _Ne. of A Adrborpe . 1 1 2 11 % <3 13
._.Bs._No, af A/C Airborne Less Spared| 20 . : :*
4, Na, of A/C Serties 10 z 11 1 12
‘5. Ne..af'A/C Attacking ok N ol 10 } 12
8o No, of A/C Net Attacking . g A | @ 1L
- .8) Early Returns_Included _ - = & > e
T Neme of Primary Target . " MERSEBURG (VISUAL)
. ...{8) Noof i/ Attacking | f
(b) No‘, Size & type of bombs £
__Bs Name of Secendary Terget MERSEBURG (PFF)
_ (a) No of A/ Attacking 11 1 10 1
(b) Ne,, Size W‘P; of Bombs | 180 _ | 34 180 17 216 4
g |
-8, Name of Last Resort Target. —d
() No, of A/C Attacking -
(b) Ne,, Sized type of Bombs
>t :
— e el) NO—8LA/C Attacking - -wff
" (b) Ne,, Size, & type of Bom'bj
_Neme of Target Opportunity :
(a) No. of A/C Attacking
(b) Ne., Size & type of Bemb
|
. !
12, Ne of A/C Lost = TOTAL None 1 _None .
‘ et Rl | 1
13, toi Flak [ Al
14, - to Flak & B/l :T— |
16, =_to Enemy A,/C % i =
16, -~ to Accident ' \
§
17. - to Unknown ﬂ 1)
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STAT SUMMARY (Contid) : . :
i L RN P ... ., High Low
18, Time of Takeolf _ il o83 0836 TI 0837
19, Time of atiack ' - 1240 1239 " 1243
. i F
20, Average Time of flight “ 7.5 i 7.8 Tl 7.6
21, Altitude of Relsase | 24,760 26,160 Il 24,000
i Niswl or PO i PFY PFP
° ' \ bl £ o
25, Enemy Resistance - /it Int.&/C(, :ﬁm m II l"f! !EN"E
o e Bighters 10 - 20 10 = 20 10 - 20
25. SRR ... 2 . - —
. - 24 - :
28, U.S. 4/t Zagaged by Enomy A/C)| e awmetewed : Z
27. Magree cof Svccess ' | 21\-/’“" L z

W s ———— . - ——
R S —

PFF A/C Borrowed rrom Groups as fojhowa:

.
.

PFF 4/C Loancd to Groups as Followd

NOTES :

ES
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Combat Sq. Leader: gap® GHAPMAR Date: 2 waw 44

Deputy Sq. Leader: MAJ STANN

Deputy Gp. Leader: HAJ STANN

614 SQDN 612 SC JABWOCK
— 613 IN MACRO

614 IN GOLFCLUB

CAEROLI, (GHAPMAN) 615 IY BUZZARD

258 401ST LEAD 8Q FORMATION AT
TAKEOFF A¥D °V CRUISE

FONDREN BITER (STANN) "
-| 16l i 800

m'SQDN

_HAYES JEENINGS

160

oy  MILLESTAD _MC_GOLDRICK
: ' 009
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Combat Sq. Leader_ Da

LT CARNS ~ "% Vov 44
Deputy Sg. Leader:
T LT CHRISILNSEN
Deputy Gp. Leader:
SQDN 612 SC JABWOCK
g2 613 IN MACRO
614 IW GOLFCLUB
A ol 615 IY BUZZARD
aﬂti-m|
|7 o 4018T LOW S$Q FORMATION AT
178 TAKEOFF AND OF GRUISE
m.um,bum ) CHRISPENSEN
iaso g9l
_ sQDu __ SQDN
812 618
Co M et 1 o
Lsa 187

g _ “ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?iﬁ"" ‘éiiﬁfiix‘““
|vta 1662 1891

o T - 3
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Combat Sq.» Leader: gapy DRUPEEY

Dav._ ., 2 lovw 44

Deputy Sqs Leader: LP LORINSKI

Deputy Gp. Leader:

SQDN 612 SC JABWOCK
£18. 613 IN MACRO
614 IW GOLFCLUB
Gebeas 615 IY BUZZARD
I 083 401ST HIGH SQ PRMATION
AT TAKEOFF AND OF CRUISE
i a8 om
616 SQDL 618 SQDN
115 (o Yakeoft) 566
GRIMM s EBCK HOPLEY
ku 159(M7A) | 104 E'mmmt)
I
{ 288
MAIRE =
730 Jasa
SPARES '
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Combat Sq. Leader:

Dafé:: 2 Nov 44

Deputy Sg. Leader:

Deputy Gp. Leader:

FOMDREY

}151

SQDh

HAYES
' 286

OSCHENHIRT
| 478

SPARES

612 SC JABWOCK
613 IN MACRO

614 IW GOLFCLUB
615 IY BUZZARD

4018T LEAD =0 FORMATION
OVER TARGET

600
____SQDN
JENI LKGS
1160
| MG QULDRICK
| 232
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Combat Sq. Leader

Da

L¥ CALS

Deputy Sq. Leader:

Deputy Gp. Leader:

|czs
SQDN
ey -
i
| 68
SO T EMANN cox |
735 ' ’662
— ._T.. "
6LE
JOuEE ROAD
209 082
SPARES

612 SC JABWOCK

613 IN MACRO
614 IW GOLFCLUB
615 IY BUZZARD :

CHREIT .|..:,é' BN

-

401ST LOW 2Q FORMATION
OVER TARUET

__ SQDK

CARETE

DUTALAS ™~

!691

CRPPELL -
Elae

~
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Deputy -Sq. Leader:

Deputy Gp. Leader:

SQDN 612 SC JABWOCK
616 613 IN MACRO
614 TW GOLFCLUB
m&Tl 615 IY BUZZARD
03 40187 HICGH $Q FORMATION
| OVER TARGET
[ LOZINSEI ..
488 077
SQDM QDN
N S BUDD.. - -
| 166 (u1a) 588
) oY, B P
[ | |
| |
Ina
o X MAIRE
T80 066
SPARES
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HEADQUARTERS AAF STATION-#128
OFFICZ OF THE NAVIGATION OFFICER

2 lovenber 1044

Lead Navigator!s Narretive

t+ Commending Officer, 40lst Rombardment Group (H)
1, Flight plan, Log, and Track Chart Attached.

2. Narrative;

8. 7/0 at 90 hours; Land at M0  pours,
b. Group formed at m’ hours at 7000 feet,

c. Formed CEW at hours at feet,
d, Began climb at 0@ -hours; reached alt._ at L hours.
e, Weather encountered over England:

(1) Clouds _._.'_/ 10th - Visability » miles.

0 degrees, &8 Knots,
Uee, D,R,, Kadio
Gee, FFF

Clacton

hrs, at n it A
{Splasher, City, Coord,)

(2) Wind at altitude

fo Means of navigation over England,

Be Means of checking Ketro Winds
10e

h, Joined task force at

i, English Coest ot a% y e hrs,3 Enemy Coast in at nio hrs.;“‘_‘
Je Pighter Rendezvous;

(1) Going in | hrs,

(2) Coming back - ool Ty
k. Wind used for bombing:

(1) 240 degrees, 8 Knots.

(2) Determined by . '#¥ 5
(Method)

1. Bomb run and Method of Target Identificationg

(1) Reached IP at 3 hrajgs

EZ'.) Mag. heading ovor 'argefigsng degrees.

3) Altitude over toRgh eet,

E&) Bombe away ot hrs.

§) Method of targct : onuiiication and weather over targots

el 5e27 s

i

(1) -Coordinates clefmathcost fix
(2) Obtained ab

-

honice

n, Diffioculties encountarecd with special equipment.

Dombe sways Leed 1240, oM from 25500°
“-m,.- » Lrom :

w&h_ -.. ﬁ.'n ﬁ-ﬁ. “: wg' ﬂ to hﬁ oi..‘ﬂw
biv, .m’:‘ Const to buse off course mhv.:.lc-l&h
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HEADQUARTIRS -AAY STATION-#128
OFFICE OF THT NAVIGATION OFFICER

L A
.——-SUBJECT: Lead Mavigator's Narreiive
TO ¢ Commerdiug Officor 40!ast Pombardment Group {(H)
1. ?ll‘ight plan, Loz, snd ™pacg Churd Attached.
2« Narrative
8, T/0 at mmm‘_ hoafn land at 30 houras. '

be Group formed at D  hours at mi , feet,
e, Formed CBW at _ 096n hows at guns  feet.
d, Began olimb at 2039 _  roucs; reached mii. a7 ARAO hours.

0, Mthé; énco:mte,rqd over Ewplends

(1) Clouds !:_t_/ 10th = Visability 20 miles,

(2)‘Hind ot altitude 280 degrees, _@§ Knots,
f. Means of navigation over Englandom n-, e
B« Means of checking Metro Winds M ‘ a

he _Joined task lorne at a9 _/hrs. atm .
//_k Splasher, City, Coords)
1. English Coast out at o7 hrs.3 Enemy Coast in at 32 hn\

Jo Pighter Rendezvous:

(1) Going in 3088 _ hrs,
(2) Coming back 1268
k., Wind used for bombing:
(1) =250 _ Qogrees, @5 Knots,

(2) Determined oy - -
(rletnod)

N

~

1. Bomb run and Method of Target Identificationg

(1) Reached IP at 135 hra.
2) Meg. heading over target 450 degrees. S——
3) Altitude over otA900 Teet, .
4) Bombs away at mi VAU R :
5) Method of target 'E! niification and wea

8=3/10ths.

M, (G003 y
———""  (I}-Coordinates—of-furthest fix S2~12 N =i B ./ :
(2) Obtained at 3085 bowrs. _
n. Difficulties-encountered with special equipment. \"\

COMMENTS /5/ Delbert B, Ligon
PELESRT B, LIGCW
st Ib, 4 ©,

o

\
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HEADCUARTERS AAF STATION-#128
OFFIC3 OF THE NAVIGATION OFFICER

o .' 1944
SUBJECT: Lead Navigator's Narretive
TO t+ Commanding Officer, 40lat Bombardment Group (H)
1, Fl‘:’tght plan, Log, end Track Chart Atiached.

24 Narrative,

8. T/0 at 083 hours; Land at __ggepn hours.

b. Group formed at 0933 hours at 5660 feet,
¢. Formed CEW at hours at feet,

d, Began climb at 2022 hours; reached alt. at 3343 hours.

@, Weather encountered over England:

(1) Clouds 5 / 10th «~ Visability % miles.
(2) wind at altitude 250 degrees, 22 Knots,
fa Means of pavigaf.ion over England, ﬁlll. Bilotese s
B« Means of checking Metro Winds — Gee, Bllotece, - .
__ b4 Joined task force at hrs, at 3 *
geiE R —0— W ’ r'.'oord-)

i, English Coast out at 128 hrs,3 Enemy Coast in at 3333 i b
Je Fighter Rendezvous;

(1) Going in 135 hrs,
(2) Coming back hrs,

k., Wind used for bombing:
(1) 250 deg;reea, oo Knots.

(2) Determined by 243 ! !F .

1, Bomb run and Method of Target Identificatione

(1) Reached IP at hrs.

52-) Meg. heading ovor .,I arget degrees.,
3) Altitude over targefmne eet,

54) Bombs away ct _18A% 8.

5) Method of target .- c.oilication and weather over targots

; Fr
AL AERES AR R,
s 1) Coordinates of furthest fix N L s it
(2) Obtained at B O g =8 ’
n, Difficulties encountered with special equipment. e
F¥T seensd to give bearing too smeh to the right,
COMMENTS 75/ Qoyd w, Sellers
CLCYV ¥, DEILERS
1st Lb,, A, G,

—— SO TN Hiuh Tex
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Target No. o Mlustrat’
1 (a) (iii) IS I. G. FARBENINDUSTRIE __ = MERSEBURG (Leuna) I (a) (iii) vo/13
A.G. (GERMANY)

1000 1500 2000 YARDS
N 1 MILE

Photographed 1941-1943 f £33,000) "PPT lssued March 1944
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W+D.A.G.FORU
12 E. Wodified
1~9-44 401st BG APO 537

COMBAT BOLBING FLIGHT RECORD

BOMBARDIER L, Nutson DATE __ 2 Now. 194k
PILOT Lt. Carrell TAKE OFF __ 0833
NAVIGATOR Gapt. Sedth A RPLANE _ gon
WING 94th A Gp, GROUP __ 403 SQDI: Lead LANDED 1600
OBJECTIVE ___  Merseberg, Gemmany (1PI)
METHOD OF ATTACK ) 1

Individual Flighc Squgdron Group wing
NULBER A/C I GROUP 12 COMPOSITE GROUP
DEFLECTION «lD RalGE SIGHTING GROUP COMPOSITE GROUP

kUIBER A/C DROPPILG BOiMBS BY O.+N SIGHTING OPZr.TION:

BOLBS, TYPES AND SIZES __ 2enf M7 FUSING: NOSE 3/30 TAIL3fug.. o
BOLIBS, TYPES AlD SIZES FUSING: KNOSE TAIL

NUMBER OF BOUBS LOADED __ 214 x 250§ M57 RELEASED ____Z1
INFORUATION AT RELEASE POINT: Bombed PFF

Altitude of Target 34D Temp Alof_t: detro 39 Actuel =38
True Altitude above target gmen Mag Head,order 93 Actual 195
Ind. Altitude 25500 True Heading 218

Pressure alt of target m Drift, Est iR Actual 24
Altimeter setting 29.92 True Track g

CelaiteSe 150 I.A.5. 150 Actual Range TRLY!
GeSe Est 268 actuoal 2720 B.S.Type Nl
Wind virec uetro — 290 nctual 240 Time 6f Release 12:00
Wind Veloc..etro __ 52 actual 103 Intervalometer Setting _gan o

D.3 12541 Trail _ga ATF _ 2.9 Length of Bombing Run £ min,

Tene Dene Est 57 Actual __go C-1 Pilet X a=5
ean Temp: Metro _ ag Actual _ gg  Hanual Pilot :

Type of Release: Lead 4/C Salve Type of Release: Other A/C —— 300 £%
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'ITQDOA.CGIFORM
12 E. odified
1-9-44 401st BG APO 537

COMBAT BOLBING FLIGHT RECORD

BOMBARDIER DATE
——dt—Velgier = movembur 1945
TAKE OFF
PILOT St o
NAVIGATOR Py AL RPLANE :
WING GROUP SQDL = LANDED
—SktirA-Spy B oW
OBJECTIVE (1PI)
—————ilierseburg; termEny

METHOD OF ATTACK o

Individuel Flighc Squa@fon Group wing

NULBER A/C IN GROUP

COMPOSITE GROUP

2
DEFLECTION 4llD RaNGE SIGHTING GROUP

COMPOSITE GROUP

LULIBER A/ C DROPPILG BOMBS BY Owl SIGHTING OPEx~TTION:

BOLBS, TYPES AND SIZES FUSING: NOSE TAIL -
—R50- M ————— —Yf20— I
BOLBS, TYPES Al SIZES FUSING: NOSE TAIL
NUMBER OF BCWBS LOADED RELEASED
o —as
INFORIIATTION AT RELEASE POINT:
Bombed FPFF
Altitude of Target Temp Aloft: Metro Actuel
True Altitude above target ilag Head,order Actual
Ind. Altitude True Heading
SRy 158
Pressure alt of target Drift, Est Actual
LE 2
altimeter setting True Track
3 - .5
CeleiieSs I.4.5. Actual Range
150 13,500
GeSe Est actuoal B.S«Type
T RRE —
Wind Direc idetro actual Time 6f Release
5 250
Wind Veloc.ietro actual Intervalometer Setting
DeS Trail ;
- ra ATF Length of Bombing Run
MW—  — T aam— CF &5 i
Tan. Dese Est 57 Actual C-1 Pilot a=5
Manual Pilot

ilean Temp: letro Actual
3 e -334—
Type of Release: Lead 4/C
—Sgtve—

Type of Release: Other A/C

. 200 f%,
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#.D.A.G.FORM
12 E. Modified
1-9-44 401st BG APO 557

COMBAT BOLBING FLIGHT RECORD

BOLMBARDIER DATE
. 2 lov, m
PILOT & TAKE OFF
DT R
NAVIGATOR Al RPLANE
ity SEnery
WING GROUP SQDL LANDED
~ T Tigh
OBJECTIVE (PI)
—_ NerTemrg, Corany
METHOD OF ATTACK
Individual Flighc Squldron Group wing

NULBER A/C IN GROUP

COLPOSITE GROUP

~ e 4
DEFLECTION &liD RANGE SIGATILG GROUP

COMPOSITE GROUP

RUBER A/C DROPPILG BOiiBS BY O.N SIGHTING OP£x.TION:

BOLBS, TYPES AND SIZES FUSING: NOSE Tall |
BOMBS, TYPES abD SIZES FUSING: NOSE TAIL |
NUMBZR OF BOLBS LOADED RELEASED
397 = 2500 W57 197
INFORIATTON T RELEASE POTNT:
PFF _
altitude of Target Temp Aloft: Mletro Actual
01 -
True Altitude above target lag Head,order Actual
26150 93
Ind. aAltitude True Heading
e Sk 12
Pressure alt of target Drift, Est Actual
oz LT L
dltimeter setting True Track
. 13
CeleiieSa I.A.5. Actual Range
“IZ,B38
GeSs Est actoal B.S .Type
Wind Direc idetro 4sctual Time 6f Release
) -
Wind W].Bg «detro actual Intervalometer Setting
290 250 100 T%.
D.S Trail ATF Length of Bombing Run
Tan. Deie B it C-1 P ’
anas Desie Est Actua -1 Pilot 4=
6 B
ilean Temp: Metro Actual Hanual Pilot ]
: -13 17
Iype of Release: Lead A/C Type of Release: Other A/C b
vo N i

L
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Report on A.A, Gunfire.

401 BCHMBARDVENT crowe (H)
Assigned:. . Vegwqlyrg, Geweny = | |

Target: ) ” nabe of Mission ..”1 a.
Bomhed oo *mw-mo O S R

Route as FloWn:~
e e e |

Watller Oond_i_tijns: (_F-) ,d,t ti’ll’{_- L * .-.w *« 5 & @ . = a a LI @ % m " e
(L) En route . Sio«Ww .. .. S A I U Ty S
were our A/C "seen" or "Unseen® targets? Lu). 4L 'irget . . . v esee s e
:‘1)‘) T'}h. Y‘UU"G('; . m " @& =8 o e = & @
Any condensation trails? . AL T e ALt e ke e T Oy

—

R

-,

seription of Flak &t Tarpet ecludl
N doourste i Lonarsl
same tragking Greve

,b' Im-"l G ‘Fn?[! . Nostly
report inrge burata.

III'OO%‘
2 =L
§E5EE

ll&llitﬁ'

y [ ]
:
3

msCHﬂFFcarried?....”..........‘.............'.....

Howdisch&rged?...“.E{"I.ﬂ....... TR W T e e A S, T L T
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CONEIRENTIAL sz

401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Communications Officer
AAF Sta 128, APO 557

Reference Field Order 541 , 2 NOVEMBER __ 194 ),

SUBJECT: Communications Report, Operational Mission No 16!| T

TO : Commanding Officer, 40lst Bomb Gp (H), AAF Sta 128, APO 557,

SECTION ONE - USE OF RADIO NAVIGATIONAL AIDS

1. Radio Beacons used: 3. HF/DF Bearings g

4, VHF/DF Bearings E

5+ Distress Action g

6. Total 4/C using Gee _JL2
Meaximum Fix G§222N QﬁQQE

Splashers
Fixed Beacons

Bunchers

dns

2, MF/DF Fixes

SECTION TWO = USE OF PFF
1, Total H2X A/C dispatched 3

2, Total H2X A/C over target 3
3« Total H2X sets usable for bombing 3

SECTION THREE - USE OF RCM

1. Total A/C releasing Chaff 31

2, Total number of units released 8,928

SECTION FOUR =~ REMARKS

HAROLD M. KENNARD, JR.
Capt, Air Corps, ,
Gp Com O,

CONFIDENTIAL
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»

Friendly
Activities

Flak

Lead
BOmb

Primatz Visual, Merseburg, Germany,
MPI, Compressor house, (center of N tip of rectangular target area)

gecondary, PFF, Same as above.

The target is one of the synthetic oil, ammonia and nitrogen works
of T.G. Farbenindusvrie and isone of the most extensive works in
Germany It is second along with Politz , to Brux in oil production,
or 107 of the total synthetic oil production in Germany; as an
ammonia producer, it is the larpest in Europe producing 1/3 of the
total in Germany.

The target is located on the W side of a small town, 3 miles S of
Merseburg. The grea is roughly 4000x1200 yyards, rectangular in
shape and rims in & N-8 direction.

This target has been hit a number of times in the past year @mox ,
thh last time being the 15 of Uept. Damage was scattered.

1ast resort Any military objective positively as being identified
as ®eing in Germany, but mnst be on, or E of Rhine. s, ..end5t1/~111Y

N gt Sy - PaH GeTTInkbéN- $133-0% S~

3rd. Div attacking Merseburg (prior to lst. Div) : g ai

2nd. Div " Blelefeld 5203-0834 - R\R, - mp# une Towie [eoesd)
Castrop-Rauxel 5135-0720

4lst CBW ® gterkrade 5151-0648 |

Route good; scattered meager fire en route, in and ouk; moddrate to
intense over target.

Chaff will be used

Effective smoke screen over &hd arougd the target.

———

Fighters

Spec

Iastruc

CRECI MOLKINGe For MO LW [ wWiea UR®RaTES fll\-ﬂ‘j sdd

: S \more Mows
P/i poop ~P ecknT Om SVRVIVALL LAy QESORY P Consaet SinNG
i . EANA RN *Qk.‘gm;x ToRurers wWozv s’ |
Dog tags, G.TI. shoes, chute harness

Security
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{

SUBJECT: Loading List.
10

l

i
:
:

|
I
;

8
¥

|
|

(#)

AAP Station ¥ 128

2 NPrERBan

1. The following is the Loading List for today's mission.

f{‘

B

4

8
poe

§

&

HiH

ﬂ!lﬂg'"g“g EEHHE"Q"E 38!33“'3“; 85555"'3"5
' 8
s o

¥

CARROLL, TED D.
CHAPMAN, ALVAH K. JR.
SMITH, CHARLES M. :
MALONE, JUHN L.
HUTSON, WALLACE T.
WINOGRAD, ALFRED A.
ww'.

+ Operations Officer, 40lst Bomb Gp (H) AAF Stasion # 128, APO # 657.

814th 5q.

612th Sq.
g14th Sq.

......sgs "
528

:

g
¥
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list ( Cont )

o

OCHSENHIRY, HABRY J.
e, CLAXTOM, HERBERT W.
i Lt. ROBINSON, EDWARD F.
L. HAGERTY, JAMES J.
ogta Mitehell, Joseph G,
- ﬂlnn. ml e
Reynolds, William H,

E

2nd
2nd
2nd
vt
l/lct-l ouhu'.:aluh::

¥ 4z-10ss59 7 /57
PONDREM, JOHN E. 614th 5q.

PLANE

P

cr

N

B

RO

77

BT

16

1T

PLANE

i

cP 2ud &, WELLMAN,SILAS H,

N COYNE, JOHN T. Mmd-ise 70 »
B 2nd Lt. FACKRELL, JESSE L. .
RO 8gte Wensel, John W, "
7 sgte. Brobst, Clyde J, "
BT Sgt. Wickline, John H, .
06 Sgt, Wilbers, Herman R. "
WG sgt, Voumsns, Hemry A. "
PLAME § 42-97602

P '—m'u.— MAYS, HAL C. 614th Sq.
cP 2nd Lt. LIVINGSTON, HERMAN ®
N 2nd Lt KOBKI, MATTHEW F. "
B 2nd Lt, SCHAEFER, ROBERT L. "
RO 1/5gt. Bayes, Willle J, .
17 T/6gte Gey, Clifford E. »
BT 8f6gt. Cole, William I, "
U 8/8gt. Monscella, Joseph L Jr. .
WG 8/5gt. Wilson, Willy J, .
PLANE # %

R . SISGON, WORMAN :..(\ 614th Sq.
cP 2nd Lt, HOEMANN, EUGENE E. »
H 2nd Lt, CROSSMAN, LAVERN .
5 20d M, PICKER, WATHAN .
RO T/5gte Haluck, Andrew B. ;
T T/sgt. Carter, Foter J, "
BT -8/8gt. Stevens, Calvin J. »
T 8/5gte Ritehie, Frabeis T, .
WG 8/sgt. Torres, Joss i, ®
5 2 ﬁ % SPURLER, EDWIN K. 6l4th 8q.
cP 2nd Lt. CURRENT, DONALD D. "
N 2nd Lk, MC ADARS, ROBERT C. "
B 2nd Lk, OSTER, LEWIS H. "
RO 8gt. lendrick, Willian J, "
F Sgt. Wells, Richard D, -
BT Sgte Benedict, Cloide Jr. -
4% Sgt. Hughes, James E. -
WG Sgte Power, Jumes L. ¢
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612TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEERING OFFICER
STATION 128
APQ 557

30 October 1944

SUBJECT: Battle Damage Report

TOs Engineering Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (H),
Steation 128, APC 557, U. S, Army

1. The following is the battle damage report for the
airplanes operated by this squadron on the comat mission
completed this date.

ATRPLANE NO. BATTLE DAMAGE

43=37628 le. Flak hole in top of right wing, ststion 32,
; 2, Flak hole in top of fuselsge, station 6b,
8. Flek hole in plexiglass nose, bottom right corner.

43=37790 1, Flak hole in right life raft door, punctured
: life raft,
2. Flak hole in glass by right beam gun.
3, Flak hole in vertical fin, station 6j.

42-39993 1. Negative.
43-38541 1, Flak hole in left outer wing panel, station 29,

2, Flak hole in right side of waist, at station 8d,
cutting bulkheads 64, €e & 6f.,

42-31662 1, Negative.
42-07947 1. Negative.
42-31891 ls Negative,'
42-102398 1, Negative,
43=38637 1. Landed at another station.

HERBERT 0. KIMMEL
Capt, Air Corps
Engineering Officer
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SUBJECT: Crew Comments and Suggestions,
70 t+ COIMMDING OPFICER, AT Sia. 128, APO 587, = amy. (Thru W jor
De Re Silver.)

be Li-m&m. (?’ l‘l‘.ﬂ“m.ﬁ“
lend was poor, causing wing men to he also eriticized the

4 J&. Charles H. Allmn, (P) A/C T0RB, oritieised the formmtion flown
by the Low Bquadron, stating it mas particular poor on the bomb run.

6. I&. Rernhardt P. Carnes 7780, Low fyusdren roporsed
that Group Operations u-&m&m‘mtmﬁﬁnu
bodng weod ae & Lond 3 consequently, nwe puue were imstalled by the Souadron,

Yo LS. Dale 4. Jones 259%, reported that in low section
&WM)&SQ;@IMMN“ forth throwsh out

8. Oapte Htephen J. Losinald, (P) 4/0 0077, would 1ike to have "geo" box
fnstalled in peputy Lead instead of the low seotion of a Squudren.

Ve e Jumes J. Miller, needs & longer eord and

g e Ay gy Ry e sadnty W/ict. Chavies N
» GoS not bave enough slask in inter-phone eurd.

10. Lt Oarl T. Risting, (P) A/ 1668, waited one Jour for tremsportation
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=
corpa
‘g2 officer,
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. HEADQUARTERS
401S5T BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) F-A=1l
Office of the Engineering Officer
AAF Station 128

APO 587
3 Noveuber 1944

SUBJECT: Abortive Report.

TO : Counmanding Officer, 40lst Bomb Gp. (H), APO B567.
ATTN: Alr Statistical Offilcer.

1. The following aircraft aborted from the mission
of 2 November 1944, due to the reason stated:

8. A/C 43-37738 returned early due to loss of Turbo
Bup boost on No. 3 engine. Pilot could not stay in
formation with power settings of 2400 rpm and 40" Hg. on No. 1,
2 and 4 engines., Loss of turbo supercharger boost was caused
by large hole in exhaust segment for No. 5 eylinder.

FRANK E. WILSON,
Capt., Alr Corps,
‘.'t. “. “. O"l“!'o
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IY R 6148 Disp 30 -
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612TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE KNGINEERING OFFICER
STATION 128
APO 557

2 Novemhber 1944
SUBJECT: Battle Damage Report

TO: Engineering Officer, 4ULst Bombardment Group (H),
Station 128, APO 557, U, S, Army

1. The following is the battie damage report for the
airplanes operated by this squadron on the combat mission
completed this date.

ATRFPLANE NO. BATTLE DAMAGE

42-107059 l. Flak hole in top of left stabilizer, station 188,
Out trailing edge of stabilizer into leading
edge of elevator,
2, Flak tear in bottom leading edge of left wing,
station 32.
3. Flak hole in top leading edge of right stabilizer,
station 229.3.

42=-106992 1. Flak hoie in bottom of right elevator, station 208,
Out top.
2, Flak hole in top leading edge of right wing,
station 8.
3. Fiak hole in top leading edge of left wing tip.

43-37628 1. Flek hole in trailing edge of right elevator,

station 188, Elevator change.

2. Fiek hole in trailing edge of right wing,
station 2. Also tore trailing edge of landing flap.

5. Flak hoie in bottom of right wing, station 7.
Out top, cut electricai wiring in wing.

4, Flak hole in fairing joining left wing to fuselage.
Cut hole in heating duct.

43-38733 1, Long flak tear in left stabilizer, station 208.
2. Fiek hoie in bottom of right wing, station 28.

42=31662 L.Negative.

42-31891 1. Negative.

42=102393 1. Negative.

42-102398 1. Negative. . HERBERT O. KI!MBL

Capt, Air Borps
Engineering Officer
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