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401S'l' BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) 

REPORT OF OPERATIONAL 

DAY 

MISSION SUM! RY REPORT 

KISS I ON if 122 Date 4 Maroh 1945 

ASS IGmtEU T 

1. Ass i gned Target: ~CllWAB1flJNCHAU, GERMANY (Vis-GH) 

2. Cammi tmenta: The •olst Grou,P furnished the complete 36 A/C 94th ".&" 
Group. One GH AjC was furnished each squadron by the 38lst 
Group. A spare accompanied the lead and high squadrons. 

1. 

2. 

s. 

EXECU!'ION 

Target Bombed& sc :ABWNCHEN, GERMA iY (GH) 

a. Division Leader; Lt. Col. W. T. SEAWEU.. (Dempsey) 

Lead Navigator: Capt. C. Vi . SELL• ('ll'harpe-MO) 

Extra Navigator: lat Lt. R. F. ITlmY 

Lead Bombardier & Capt . w.w. DO~N 

b.~ Sqdn Leader: lat Lt. R. s . HAYBS 

Lead Ba viga tor: 1st Lt. c. B. MINCE (Jenkina-MO) 

Le d B anbardi er: lst Lt. R. • MURPJIY 

o. ~ Sqdn Leader: 1st Lt. . J. KOOIIEL 

Lead avigator: lat Lt. A. B. AINLEY (Dean-140) 

Lead Bo .hardier: 1st Lt. 1JI. L. · OORE 

Flight~ England: 

a . Takeoff: 

Same contusion existed at takeoff. Mission information was received 
ao late from higher headquarters that s~e of the aircraft were still being 
loaded. The three lead aircraft were fo rced to take off late because GH 
information for the bomb run was not received until after the takeoff' time . 
One airoraf't taking off lost control and ran off the runaway pre-..mting 
three from taking ott. 
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JIISSION SUJ&!ARY REPORT {Con't) 

3. b. Squadron and Group Assemblies c 

Squadron and Group Assembly progressed rapidly. the Air commander was 
worried about the pouibli ty of bombardiers who were tlying as Dr 
navigators not making the continental assembly pointJ apparantly no diff
iculty was encountered this first time. Considering the take off diff
iculties and the fact assembly altitude was raised 14,000' to 19,000' so 
" 'oodcraft B" oould fbrm beneath us clear of the underoast, crews did a 
very goC'd job. 

c. Continental Assemblz: 

Depar~e from point wA" was three minutes late s nee n t;ator said we 
could depart late and still fly the briefed course. "Buckeyl . ite" advised 
us to be higher than briefed on tlle Divis i on assembly line since high thin 
cloud existed. i'hh we did and experi encel.no di tf':i cu 1 ty although we were 
flying in and out of thin cirrus cloud. Division assembly was good. 94th 
"A" was lat Division lead. 

4. Attacks 

a. Flight to Target: 

e climbed throughout the route from Division as embly to CP 4/=l 
until we reached 24,000 1 • "Buckeye v;hi te" recommended a higher climb but 
the Air Commander decided against it becauae we could fly formation all 
right in the oirrus. He ao advised the following wings. Contraila were Tery 
heavy~ When north of Freiburg we met a B-24 foruation withdrawing .from the 
target area. When 94th "A" was north ot Lake Conatanoe "Buckeye Blue" 
oalled, said the targ•t was 10,/l.Othsllow cloud coTered, said he could not 
get below the cirrus, said he could uot top it at 29,000 1 , advised the Air 
Commander he was abandoning the mission and reco ded that operation• 
be aban4Dned. e still were not experiencing too much formation ditfict4ty 
and it looke the lame ahead. There were no sui table H2X T/0 1 s in the area 
10 the Division leader decided to try for the primary. He so advised the 
following wings. 

b. Bombin~ ~ 

Just before the IP the ir Com .ander announced that bombing would be 
done by GH, in squadron formation. Cloud cover was lOJlOths. The GH 
equipment in the high squadron war inoperative so they bombed on the Lead 
aauadron '• smoke marker. Both the Lead and La~r squadrons made good i•
dividual GH runs with nointerference. Bombs were salvoed by all 3 leadera 
and dropped by all othe rs with a lOO' intervalometer setting. l'he APOE 
in the le d squadron was OK. The .IIFCP in the low squadron had toomuoh 
"hunt" in it so the run was made manually . Results were unobserved. 

c. Flight ~Target& 

After bombing we ma ntained 24,000 1 until weat ot CP ff2 after which we 
broke into clear weather and let dawn. No further difficulties were en
countered. 
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MISSION SU RY REPORT (Oont) ----
4. d. Return to Base: 

All shipa (but aborting A/C 628) landed aafely at home base. 

e. eather: 

, eather on asee bly over continent was 10/lOths undercast with topa 
at 11,000'. 8/10 to 10/lOths over route in and out. l0/10ths at target 
with tops at 22,000'. Hazy and dense, persistent contraila for lead a.nd 
low squadrons. 

f . Fighter Support: 

Fighter Support was excellent. 

g. Cam ~nts on Formation and Interval: 

The air c ander ould classify fo ation fair were it not for 
weather difficluties. Considering weather he thought formation flying 
was good . Squadron leader held a good position, never losing contact 
in the we t her. 

h. Conclusions and ecommnedations: 

The Air commander believes assembly on the continent saves aome 
gasoline and lessens flying fatigue since f ormation time is lesa. Diff
iculty will be encountered, however, assemblying a wing on one bunoher 
because of the necessity of having a great height of clear weather. Exoept 
for that one diffioillty, aasembly of ae-.eral groups on one bu oher ia 
good -- visual contact can be maintained within the 'wing. 

6. Aircraft llot Attacking: 

A/C 43-38565 -

A/C 44-6464 -

No Credit. Due to laat minute change in A/C , pilot took 
off ten mimt tes e.fter last time of takeoff and headed 
directly for assembly bunoher, arrived nine minutea after 
group had departed . (Other) 

No Credit . No l engine caught fire- could not be ex
tinguished so crew abandoned A/C which crashed and es• 
ploded . (_ehoanical) 

A/C 43-37 2 - Uo Credit. A/C landed on the continent at A-810 with two 
engines tnoperative. No other information as yet 
available. ( 'echanide.l) 

6. Enemy Opposition: 

o enemy air or ground opposi~ion was encountered . 

7. Battle Damage• 

ion e. 

8. Casual ties a 

None. -3-
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MISSION S~RY REPORT (oont) 

e. Statistical Su:m.ma.ry ~Operations: (see a ttaohed form) 

10. Bcxnbing De.tar 

a . Obl!tnvations 1 

Due to complete undercast, results wereunobser ed. 

b . Dispoai ti on ot Bombs a 

Lead Sqdn: All 11 A/C airborne attacked the primary target., d roppiilg 43 
500 4~RDX ., 23 1. 500//- GP and 44 X 600/J IB bombs . 

Low Sqdns 

High Sqdn: 

ot the 11 Ajv airborne, nine bombed the primary t o.rget, dropping 
~6 X 600#-RDX, 19 X 500,:' GP and 36 X 500/1= IB bombs. A/C 628 
aborted and landed on the continent- the dispositi on of' its 6 
RDi and 4IB bo"llbs are unknown. A/C 565 aborted a nd returned 
6 RD.X and 4 IB banbs to base. 

Twelve A/C EET and bombed the primary target, qro.Ppi:l.g 66 X 
600/f RDX, 6 X 500#· GP and 48 X 600/f IB bombs . A/C 464: had 
on engine catch on fire, the or6W abandoning it in the ai r -
thereby expending 6 RDX and 4 IB bombs in the resulting cr ash . 

o . Tabular Summary of' £!_sposi tion .2£_ Bombs: 

Aircraft Bombs 
Over Bomb- NUIIi- FUsing 
Target ing ber Size Type Nose Tai l 

Main Bombf'a.ll 32 32 (145 50 oF RDX 1/).0 1/40 
( 47 500/f= GP 1/10 1/ 40 
{128 500/f IB 

Other Attacks - .. .... ... ... -
Total Bombs on Target 

{146 60ol RDX 1/1.0 1/40 
( 47 500/,' GP 1/10 1/40 
(128 500,, IB 

Other Expenditues (D&il Out) ( G 500/l RDX ~/10 1/40 
( 4 500/1 IB ... -

Unaccounted For ( 6 500/.' RDX lflO 1/40 
( 4 600/f IB 

Banbs Returned ( 6 600/.L RDX 1/10 1/40 
( 4 500/f I 

Total (I .. oaded on A/C Taking Off') 
163 600/t RDX 1/io 1/4o 

47 5001
'· GP 1/10 1/40 

128 soO!f IB 

11 . Lost Airoraf'ta None 
(A/C 43-37628- landed on ~ontinent-expected to return shor tly) 

Submitted BY; 

-4-
KEN W. DAUBLE 
Captain, Air Corps 
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( 
' 

TO 

' . 

HEADQUAii.TE~cS 
FOU~, HUN ;J._i::) FE~.GT .. 0'~'-A •:J:JEtTT 3- :.,0U~) ( H) 

Office of the NaviJat i on Officer 

Commandin~ Officer , 40lst _ ornbardrnent '}r::>up ( H), A-'--0 557 ,. 
u . S . Army . 

1 . Fli!ht plan and Los attached . 
2 . Trac~ chart attsched . 
3 . Narrative : 

a . T /0 at ..:0"""5,.....3 .. 5-:--.......,.--
IJ . 3-rou~J formed c:. t 

at l.;,J ,2.,U ft . 
hours on Pt. B 

c. ,fins assembly was completed at oaa64t hours at 
d . "~.oute over J..Snc:land was · t ) flown c!s br i efed . 

e . Jl.!ethods of navi3ati::m over ..m3land . 

' 
, . ' 

' 11 t • io 

f . ~ivision for~ Qtion was joined ~HR~~ft~~--
3 · ?li::;ht to I.-'-· · was,J ot ) as ori~re~ . 

h. ~ethods of navi3ati~n to the I . ~ . 

e, ..... , 
i . ....,omb run . 

( 1) Actual I, .,."' . was ~t ) as br i efed . 

hrs . at 

(2 ) 
( 3 ) 
( 4 ) 
( 5 ) 
( 6 ) 
(7 ) 

True ho~din3 over tar3e~3~9~--------
Act~a1 drift ~ . 
A1titu0E' over t~et '-'+ 1 0 Time born iJs away ,vJ. 
\'lind used for boJTJ'b"''l¥' ~ 
:r-1ethod o f tar3et identi~~i~~n . 

• 

buncher . 

ft. B 

. z 
l 04- c: 

~----------------------------------------~-~1~-~--------------------------~-----
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( S: ) ·.ie & t her over· Tar,::;e t . 
/ lv, 

(10 ) Axis of withdra wal 313 
j . Gr oup rally wa s acc ompl isr:ed at....,.....__.,...,..=----...... -:......~ 
k . Wing r a lly was accom~lished a t 
1. _ _; ivision rally was accorn~l ished a t 
m. Flight home '· i<lS ( not ) as briefed . 

n . r~ ethods of n a vic;ation ::m r e t urn r oute . 
f I. . # 

r 

a t 1J40 
at 
a t 

o . Jinds aloft were~t ) called out t o t ~l.G formation . 
p . ?i3hter rende zvous were t ) as briefed . 

q . _._ e rf orm anc e .:Jf equi1)m en t . 

( 1) ~1 ic l~ ey 
(.2 ) Gee 
(3 ) 1~ad i o Co1 :_)a ss ·· 
(4) Flu xg at e 
( 5 ) Oth er equi;,Jme _"lt . ~ " 

Lea d NavL":!a t or . - , ..,. q . 

hrs . 
hrs . 
r1rs . 

-----..______ __ 
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• 

• 

HEADQ,UAl\.TEi~.S 
FOU~l HUN.;)-,i:~ FI;:-~.GT _ O"r'-A cr&TT 3- ,QU_) (H ) 

Office of the Navi~ation Officer 

Dat~ 

SU:JECT : Lead Navigator ' s Narrative of ~aid on 

TO Commandin;:::: Officer , 40lst _ oTYJbardrnent ']roup ( H), A"-:o 557 , 
u. S . Army . 

1 . Fli!ht plan and Lo3 attached . 
2 . Trac~ chart att~ched . 
3 . Narrative : 

a. T/0 at 0550 hours . 
o . 3-rou~) formed <:t t 0827 hours on _..._p_.,a&..l1~n....,t.,_. -.~BIOJ-----

at 18 0 ft . 
buncher . 

c . . fins assembly was completed at 0 ... 07 
d . _~.oute over L:n ;land was (~ ) flown as 

hours a·t B ~o=f~t ...... ~,__ __ 
briefed . 

e . It1ethods of n aviga ti::m over .i;n;:5.land . 
I 1 (, J • :tl 10 1 • • 

f . Ji vis ion for~"1 D. t ion was joined a i0~8._55!5~,.___ 
3 . ?li::;ht to r. ... -. was ,C;nvt ) as oriefea. 

h . ~ethods of navi3ati~n to the I . ~ . 

I 'J• ••I }2 

i . ......,omb run . 

( 1 ) Actual r. ... J . was ~) as briefed . 
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