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4.018 T BOMBARD NT GROUP (H) 

REPORT OF OPERATIONAL 

i!Y 
~SSION SUMMARY REPORT 

lliSS ION # lS 9 Date 6 September 194-' 

ASSIGNJIENT 

1. Al8igned Targeta LUDWIGSHAVEN, GEIDIANY ( I. G. FARBEN PLANT) 

2 • C omm1 tments 1 'l'he 4r0llt was to :t\lrnish the oamplete 36 A/C 94rth CBW. 

1. 

2. 

3o 

Three PFF were to be included, and one spare was to accompany 
eaoh box. 

EXECU1'IOI 

Target Bombed a LUDWIGSHA Th'N, GERMA lY 

a. Wing Leader a Major J. • MAUPIN (MC CORD) 

Lead Navigator& lit Lt. H. D. FISHBECK ( R :ARD • "MICKEY") 

Lead Bombardier a lit Lto J. E. BR rNE 

b. Low Box Leader a Lt. Colo • T. SEAWELL ( HEENAN) --
Lead Navigator• 2nd Lt. J. Jl. K:A.NE 

Lead Bombardier a 2nd Lt. R. B. BLOO~ 

o. !!2 ~ Leader: Major W. C • GARLAND ( CARROLL) 

Lead Navigator• lat Lt. P. F. KAISER 

Lead Bombardier: Major J. PICKOFF 

light ~ England: 

ao Takeoff: 

As briefed. No unusual inoidenta. 

bo Group ~ ~ Al8embliesa 

Group and Wing a11emblie1 over the Cotteamore Bunoher were normal 
and as briefed. Cotteamore wa.1 departed one minute early. on course with 
a tull Wing formation. 
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Mission Summary Report (Cont'd) 

c. Route over Englanda 

As briefed except climb was begun at point C and altitude of 18,500 
rea.ohed at Control Point :{f. 1. · The Division assembly was confused but the 
94th "B" 0 picked up 94th "A" CB at Point "O" and followed the out. 

4. Attack• 

a. flig}lt ~ 'largeta 

The formations were off couree beinreen Point 1 & 2 attempting to 
atay in Division formation. Position was maintained until continental 
coaat was reached where w.ather trouble oaueed 94th "A" Wing to drop be• 
hind, the 94th "B" ing becoming sennth ing in Divilion. 94th "B" 'li~ 
it is b elieved, was seventh 11ing to bcab target. The route and timings 
into the target wa1 m.re or leas as briefed. 

b. Bombing~~ 

1'here were broken and scattered clouds all the way in tram. the coast. 
over the IP, and to th target itlelf. The "Buckeye" weather ship called 
and advi1ed a PFF run on the target. The Wing Air Ocmmander concurred 
with the 1uggestion so w atayed in ing forma.tion. Bomba were dropped 
with PFF, at 1121, on a mag head of 45c. Reaulta were obaerved, through 
the broken clouds to be good. 

c. Flight .!!2! Targeta 

. Due to weather condition•, the Wing devia~d tram briefed route. A 
route considerably north of our1e over France was uaid beoauae of denee 
cloud• formations to the soufth. The briefed route was picked up a gain 
prior to lea . ing continent. eat her neoe11itated being north of course 
over channel, two 360° turns being ... de to let down. 

de Return to Ba1e1 

In compliance with radio me11age formation stayed eome 40 miles east 
of London. Normal landing• were accomplished, all ships landing aafely 
at home base. 

•• eathera 

eat her enroute wae 7 /l.0-10/10 with tope a.t 22,000 teet. There was 
a heavy ground smoke at t target area., with 5/lOtha claude. 

t • Fig}lter Support a 

a1 not needed. Generally fair. 

g. Conclueiona and Recammendationa: 

Bone. 
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Misaion Summary Report (Cont'd) 

6. Aircraft .!!,! Attacldnga 

Lead Box: 

Low Boxa 

A/C 42•97 962 • Sortie. 
enroute to target. 

Returned because of flak damaged received 

A/C 42•979Sl - Sortie. Failed to drop bombs because bombardier 
failed to turn on bombay switches. tried to salvo and forgot to 
turn sleeve. 

All attacked. 

6. Enemy apposition& 

Bo air oppoaition (See flak report for flak) 

7. Battle Damage: 

nor Flak 

25 25 

s. Caaualtieaa 

None 

9. Statistical Summary of Operation• (See Attached Fo~) 

lo. Banbing ~a 

a. Observationaa 

Although bombing was done by PFF methode. observations were made. 
Results aeemed good -- the majority of the bombs falling within the 
target area. 

b. Disposition~ Bombs: 

Lead Boaa 

Low Boxa 

Of the 12 A/C entering enemy territory. 11 dropped 434 x 
~7A2 on target. One A/C aborted and jettiaoned 42 X K47A2 IB 
in the channel. The spare returned ita load of 42 IB'•• 

Of the 12 AjC entering enemy territory. 11 dropped 435 on 
primary. One Ajc failed to drop its boms and returned its 
load of 42 IB'a to base. One other A/C returned one bomb 
Which did not release. and the spare returned its load of 
42 IB'a to base. 

All 12 A/C entering enemy territory attacked the primary. 
dropping 475 X M47A2 on primary. The spare returned its 
load of 38 IB's. 
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Mi11ion Summary Report (Cont'd) 

11. Tabular SuiiiD&ry o,! Disposition of Bom.bl& 

Aioraft 

llain BoJilbafall 

other A ttacka 

Tot al Bombs On Targets 

Other Expenditure• 

Bomb1 Returned 

Total (Loaded on Ajt Taking Oft) 

• Incl PFF Aircraft 

11. Loat Aircrafta 

Hone · 

Over Bomb-
Target ing 

S5 

.. 

Bombs 
Hum-
ber Size Type 

1S•4 100/f 47A2 

... 

1344 10o{f M4'7 A2 

4:2 100/f M4'7A2 

166 100/t IK'7A2 

1561 lOotf M47A2 

Submitted By a 

U N W. DAUBLE, 
Captain, Air Corpa, 
Statiatioal Officer. 

F\i8ing 
Xoae Tail 

:Ml26 ---.. 
Jll.26 --
Ml26 ---
11126 --
11126 --





.. .. . . . "" ... . .. 
STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 

tolst~p lst BD F. O. 486 Date of § September 1944 

- ··· ·····- ---------..:.:.._- _____ T!. ; ,----~---r.---------..--1-------+-

Led High Law 

PFF - GH PFF - GH ·-- ··· -··-- -------····· ·.-·-··- ····--. -·-· ··--·- ---- ··-·-----t-=:...;;-=---=H----..;=...::~--~:.-H------1 

- - ---- ···--- -1---··- ----,.-- r-------+---·-#----~ - -• 
,~ .. __ ..? ..... --~~ ... Aic.. .. Air.b_or..ne.. ___ ·-- -··-- ·- .,_ .. !.! __ ____ 2,.:__ __ H--·-=..!12!:!.-.--I,---A.l.___......-t+-_......,_ __ 1 

12 ... _ .,~·'"~t.UJ:: .. A.irJ>.qm~~~r;_r_;o.t _JQ ·--+ .. K____ __ u_ ___ t-__1__-~. 
· 4, N•. of A/C Sorties _ __ 10 ·- - .. .::.2=------U--=l:.:l:__.--lf---..:l:...-_-#--&.tii...---f-12 

11 1 11 5. Nl'1, ~f AjC Attacking 9 ~ ___ . ____ .:......__ ·--···- ·- ---- - ·---·--- 1--···-----~_::..--*·----+-----H-----+ 

--~-No, o.( A/C N<-t A ttackirut 1-----r-=---··- ·--·-·--......:f---·---1:-t --~--+ 
! 

· 1 

-· __ _ _.ill_ Ea.rJY ... ~~t..ur.!l? __ ~ggJ u4E:ls!..__ -~!...··-t-·-··--"""""'-+~--"•'------+----"--·-~--;::---• ·-I-

7, Name of Prj,_mary . Ta.r~et ··-- II _ Lt]D.;:;;..c.."H=I~G~~VEN='---

- ---~~-:~-~~~:~ ~~~i:: ~ ~:~t-~~ A.:;..~~.:;..~_-:._ __ ---4_ ·_·--~:....;-~:..---fl~...:.1:..1:..-.--+__..:l~---H---::~~.....w.---i 
I 

11 ' • -- ·1 
I 

• a me ('\ econ ary arge one I . f s d T t H 

(a) cf A/Q....~kin~--- I I \ No 1-·---t-
(b) No., Size & type of Bombs 

I 
--! ·-----

I 
J 9 Name ~Re.e..ott.. Tar.g.e..t -------- · ·- · •. t .. - --.--·· .. -. -~- ·-

J , 

(a) No, of A/C Attacking ------ 1-• 

(b) Nn., Size &~~Q.f _Eombs i 
f--·· l 

! II 
. ... ....... 

10. Name\ ~f Target of Oppr.rtunibL ~-

1! I 
--· · · ·· ·-~&}-~ef-A/C- At:ta.ck-ing -··-·····-- 1"·- -···-;- .- ~-·---·-1+----+---+t------,~r-

.. ·-·--j~) N~.~- Size,&. type of Bo"!.llb~ ·---4------H-----f----+t----·--

---·-------·-------++-----~-··--· --4+-----·--1------+l--·----~ 

···-----_l1_, _ _N_!Une of Target _Qp_poz:j;uni ty ---tt---···---:-- ------- J-......-----+---+.-----l 

_____ (a) No. of A/C Atta.ck~gg_- ~·-----+-------~----+----++---- t 
I, (b) Nr~., Size &. type of Bomb 

--~---~--~~--~--~·----·i 

_l_2_. ___ N_~ __ o_f_A.:...jl_c_L_o_s.t_-_T_O_TA_L_______ ~~-ne _____ (_ ____ ,_•_.o_n_e---+----H--•_on_e _ __ ~ 
I • 

1~3~·- --~------=-~to~F~1~a~k~----~----· ~l ----4t------t-----ir------~ -- ! 
_!.4_.---------------=-to_.£1:.~-~--~~-M- ______ --·- · ~t----
.l2~~.!..--------'-'--"t..........__oE.....,.ntrumr.._. ...... o..A~i....._a-tt-·-------·-+--·-.,..---+r--··- .. ____ ----Hf-·---- __ 

16. 

17. 

- to Accident 
~~~-H-------~~---~~---------r----·-ir-----4 

- to Unknown l - -'---+t--·------'-----1+- -----'-+------- -· .... .. ·---
• 



STAT SUMMt~RY (Cont 'd ) 

_ ·-· ·--·----- ··-- ·. - -·· ·-- · ··- -- ----------~-- Lea4_ ___ ~,__ _ __._,. ..... __ -+r- ··--"I ... cw ...... _____ , 
! ,., 

18. Time of Takeof~ 1 0714 0716 0716 ----------------- -·---·- -;1' --~--~-----+l--..:;.;.~:.....-...--H-.=..:...::.::.._.----1 

19. Time of Attack 1121 · 1121 1121 
---------·-·-----------tt------+t--..::.=..:=-=-----fi~-==:...-..----1 

~ 

jt 
2-') . Average _ ~:.n::~_J£__ .r:::. i_~::.:..'' :...l ____ h-' _ ___,_a_ ..... 5 ___ ~f---a_._s ___ ,r-_.;;8...::•...::4;_.. ___ -i 

I 

22. Visua~ c r PFF PFF PFF --------------

25 . 

PFF A/C Bor:::-m·icd ! 1 om G!· oups as fu : •. h.mvs: I one 

PFF A/C Loanod to G~ o.:ps as Fc-:1.:. ovrdli: X one 

, 
NOTES: 
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~ty F~~-~~~------------------------~-----------1 I 

___ SQDN 

' T-
SPARES 
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T-ny ..... u 

612 th S.C· JABWOCK 

613th IN MACRO 
. 6l4th IW GOLFCLUB 

615th IY BUZZARD 

r~ 
-------'SQDN 

.. 
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~tyF~~~--~------------------------~------------
. 
~ 

401et ad Box ov r 

___ SQDN 

~ 
· 1 w~3 

·· ·~ 

T 
SPARES 

__ SQDN 

~{fA 
I 947 

087 

632 

) 

600 

612 th S.C· JABWOCK 
6l3th IN MACRO 

. 6l4th IW GOLFCLUB 
615th IY BUZZARD 

-----'SQDN 

106 
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-~Fl ;~---....-----..... --------~ 6 Sept 44 

D8puty F l.igb,i.)..ea.da.t: 
~ I ' ' . ~~------~-----------------------------------

__ SQDN 

401et ~ on ta. au - I 
cruiae d over tar e~ 

___ SQDN 

SPARES 

61, th S.C· JABWOCK 
6l3th IN MACRO 

. 614th IW GOLFCLUB 
iJ.Sth IY BUZZARD 

___ SQDN 

,J_ G.:. 

.. 
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HEADQUARTERS AAF STATION- jl28 
'OFFICE OF THE NAVIGATION OFFICER 

.. . 

SUBJECT a Lead Na.vigatort s NaJ-rati ve 

TO Commanding Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (H) 

1. Flight plan, Log, and Track Chart Attached. 

,2. Narrative t 

a, T/0 at _hourst Land at hours-. 

b. Group formed at hours at teet, 

o. Formed CBlf at hours. at teet. , 
d, Began ~limb at hours, reached alt. at 

e, Weather ancoun~~d over England: 

(1) Clouds S /lOth' - Visabili ty _..1<#'1e-- miles. 

(2) Wind at altitude degrees. Knots. 
--~~- -~~---

i, English Coast out at hrs,J Enemy Coas·t in at hrs-__ 
--flj~~ -""'09M5~7-- ----

j, Fighter Rendezvous: 

(1) Going ~n hra, ------
(2) Coming back ----- hrs. 

k. Wind used for bombings 

(1) _..,...w---- degrees, -"'*~e---- Knots. 

1. Bomb run and Method of Target Identification• 

(1) Reached IP at ?1\l hra. 
(2·.) Mag, heading overd:rget t. $ degrees. 
( 3) Altitude over target _ . ..._Mol...__ l'eet. 
(4) Bombs ~way at rs. 
(5) Method of target i~il'ication . . , 

.1!4-Gee' 
_,..-.-- ---· ~-- ( r)-coC'Nllna:tes of furthest fix ___,..a-..,..,.--

(2) Obtained at hou.1 'h 

n, Diffi..oultl;cs- -eno-ountered with special equipment. 

COMMENTS l 



HEADQUARTERS AAF STATION-jl28 
OFFICE OF THE NAVIGATION OFFICER 

-------s~s~e~pt~e~m~h~ewr-.--_.1944 

SUBJECT' Lead Na.vigator' s ~la!"rati ve 

TO Commanding Officer, 40lat Bombardment Group (H) 

1. Flight plan, Log, and Track Chart Attached. 

,2. Narrative 1 

a. T/0 at oz16 hoursJ Land at J 3JO hours-. 

b. Group formed at 0816 hours at 2.Q~ feet, 

o. Formed CBW at 0820 houra at lQ,OOO feet. 

-
d. Began climb e.t 0840 hours J reached alt. at JJOQ hours. 

e. Weather sncount~r~d over England: 

(1) Clouds 10 /lOth' - Visability ..,u_m. __ miles. 

(2) Wind at altitude _...,2.30-....._ degrees, _ _.5 ..... 5-- Knots. 

f. Means of navigation over England •. _..::;:G:.¥:i---------------
g. Means of checking Metro Winds ___ . ::.:~,Geli,;e~,...,..B~omjl,ij,,,jh~a .... i -.&thu.~+ ... ..~,d.~..~r.;..ai..~,f+"-~----· 

h. ~oined te..sk force at 0937 )lrs • at ~~H~A~I'\1;~. ,~· n~g~s~~~~~~---• 
(spfasher, city, Coord.) 

1. ~gli sh Coast out at 0937 

j, Fighter Rendezvous: 

hrs.J Enemy Coas-t ir1 at _..,0 ¥<
95

.,.
7
f--__ hrs-..._ ___ 

(1) Going ~n ·-~l~~W()J}()~- hra. 

(2) Coming back Continuous b.z:.a.. 

k. Wind used for bombinga 
PFF 

(1) degrees, Knots. ----------- -----------
(2) Determined by -----r.:":'""':~~--------· 

(Method) 

1. Bomb run and Method of Target Identification, 

(1) Reached IP at 1110 hra. 
{2.) Mag. heading over target. 43 degrees. 
(3) Altitude over target. 24,ea feet. 
(4) Bombs away at 1121 rs. 
(5) Method of target identification and weather- ov.r" -t:Art;.:~t'p ·· 

C VU di rectly before target. Clouds and snoke over target • 

..li4-G&et 
,....,...-- - --· ~- ( I}-coordi.nate s of furthest fix - -49 - lS _ Jl-. ~-..fOttrf+-•trt;:2~-E-. 

(2) Obtained at l ()J1_ . .hou:t"""• . · 

n, Di£~ic~ti~-enoountered with special equipment. 

Radio compass inop~rative 

.~· 
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HEADQUARTRRS -AAF STATION-#ll8 
'OFFICE OF THE NAVIGATION OFFICER 

____ s_s.ep._t.em•b~e-r _______ l944 

SUBJECT 1 Lead Na.vigatort s NaJ-ra.ti ve 

TO Commanding Officer, 40lat Bombardment Group (H) 

1. Flight plan, Log, and Track Chart Attached. 

,2. Narrative t 

-- ·- ---------

a. T/0 at 0712 hoursJ Land at l5W... hours-. 

b. Group formed at 0830 hours at 10.9QO feet. 

o. Formed CBW at 0830 hours. at lO,QQQ feet. 

d. Began climb at 0007 hours J reached alt. at lQ52 --------- hours. 

e. Weather sncounte~~d over England: 

(1) Clouds 8 /lOth - Visability -5'---- miles. 

(2) Wind at altitude 243 degrees. _..lli6o~-- Knots. 

r. Means of navigation over England·----~D~·~R~·~·~P~FuF~----------------~t 

g. Means of checking Metro Winds Drift on twp beadjD£§ .. 

h. ,Joined task force at ____ )lrs, at ----:---~~--~-.,-~-----• 
(Splasher, City, Coord.) 

1. English Coast out at 0937 

j. Fighter Rende~vous: 

hrs.J Enemy Coast in at _..,.0$}~$?+----hrs .......__ __ _ 

(1) Going in hra. ------ AS EP,lEFED 

(2) Coming back----- hrs. 

k. Wind used for bombingz 

(1) _ ... 24-..-;3 ___ degrees, _..\ol6:wo ____ Knots. 

( 2) Determined by ___ _.;e,..,u .. oioo;.tll'lia,..~i..,_~.._-------· 
(Method) 

1. Bomb run and Method of Target Identifications 

Reached IP at ll09 hra. (1) 
(2·.) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 

Mag. heading over target: ~4..,2.___...,~ degrees. 
Altitude over target 25~0 feet. 
Bombs ~way at 1121. "trrs !' 
Method of target tJentification 

PFF 

..m....-Gse: 
(1}-ooordinates of furthest fix ---~· -~---E· 
(2) Obtained at h(')l~t·G. 

n. Di££i~uLti~6 enoountered ~ith special equipment. 

COMMENTS: 

PFF out, Gee out, Radar altimeter ~ut. 

/S/ P. F. Kaiser 
P . F . KAISER 
1st Lt ., A. C. 
Lead) BaNa~r, High :BOX'· 

.• 4'. 



FLICHT PLAN 

:_j;~~~~~L ____ N AVICATOR OAT E _ _1._~~~~_15~---

TRUE MAC. 
HDNC. HDNC. 

T. A.S, COU· DRI· 
(K) RSE FT 

NAVICATIONAL 
OBSERVATION 

SUN MOON TWILI.CHT 
Rrs~s s~ts AM P~ 

FLICHT RECORD 

CENERAL 
OBSERVATION 

c .. ;"'"' 
RATE ... .. .. . .. .. ~c:s /hour Losing -

TIME OIST. E.T.A. CELESTIAL DATA 
TIME BODY ALT. AZI. 

HEICHT U 
I.A.S. ~ R N 

MP. AIR T. A.S. C . S. lf----r---11 E.T. A . 
/K TEMP. DIST. TIME DIST. TIME 

TO RUN 



TIME COURSE 

W/V 
USED 
~/OR 

D.R. DRIF. 

TRUE MAC. 
HDNG. HDNG. 

NAVIGATIONAL 
OBSERVATION 

FLIGHT RECORD 

GENERAL 
OBSERVATION 

I A.S HEIGHT . . t 
M.P.H. AIR 
/K TEMP. 

RUN 
T. A. S . 11----~---ll 

DIST. TIME 

TO RUN 
C . S. E.T. A. 

DIST. TIME 

SIGNED ____________ __ ____ _ ___ __ __ _ NAVIGATOR 
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1 2 E . ivlodified 
1-9- 44 401 st BG il.lD t:. . 7 

BO 

COI-IBAT BOi.IlHIJG FLIGHT RECORD 

TAKE OFF 0'1'44 ----------- --~~~-------

GROUP 401 ~ S QDI, 81 lJilWED 1 7 
--~~~----- -~~~-------

OBJE CT IVE __;==:=::a::;=.;:...::::~::;.;:::==:&..----------(MPI ) ________ _ 

METHOD OF ATTACK - X 
--~In~d~i~v~i~du~a~lr--B~~l~~~·g~h-~-- ~S~q-u-~-d~r-o-n--~G~r~o-u-p--~.~~i~n~g--------------------

NULIB}jl\. A/C U' GROUP 11 COlJPOSITE GROUP 
----------~---------------- ------------------
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~~---~~---- ---------------
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118 'f,-t iL Ill =;...;;,_ __ _ 
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--~--- -~~~ 
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----------~~~-----
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--------~~---------------
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------~~---- --~~--
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------~~---------
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--------~~-----------------
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B.S . Type 
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--~~~----------------
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___;;,.;;,::~--------

D. S 122 Tr a il 110 ------- ATF 48 . 4.2 Len gth of Bombing Run '-in 
----~------------

Tan . D • .a . Est • Actua l e7 1 C-1 Pilot yea A-5 
--~--~---- ---------------

Mean ·remp : Llet r o Ac tua l I.Ib.nua l Pilat ------ ------- -------------------------
Type of Re l ease : Lead A/C --------- Type of Re l e a s e : Othe r A/C 601\ ------------
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~UARTERS 
401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) 

Office of the Communicationa Officer 
AAF Sta 128 1 APO 55? 

J-A-4 

Reference Field Order LL86 • 5 SEPTE\1BER 1944 

SUBJECT: Communications Report. Operational Mission No 139 • 

TO Commanding Officer. 40lst Bomb Gp (H), AKF Sta 128, APO 557. 

SECTION ONE - USE OF RADIO NAVIGATIONAL AIDS 

1. VHF/DF Bearings: 5. Radio Beacons used: 

to 40lst A/G Q Splashers lB 
to other Ajc 0 Fixed Beacons 0 

2. HF/DF Bearings 0 Bunchers 3~ 

3. MF/DF Fixes 0 6. Total A/C using Gee 3Z 

4. Distress Action 0 Maximum Fix LL6~~~ - g6QOE 

SECTION TWO - REPORTED EQUIPMENT DEFICIENCIES 

1. Liaison 0 5. Interphone l 

2. Command 1 6. Gee Q 

3. VHF 0 7. IFF Q 

4. Compass 1 8. Others, H2X 1 

SECTION THREE - REMARKS 

A/C.. WITH BROKEN VHF SAFETY-WIRES: 

:z~o - CALLED BY LEADER 1 HAD TO ANSWE;R 

226 - CALLED LE~DER TO RELAY wt.r ME~SA~E; EBQ~·~ Cl I~ IS Hl~ 

~& ~.f~L} 'JR~~. 
Capt, Air Corps. 
Gp Co:mrn. 0. 
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HEADQUAM'Kl\S 
401& BO RDJWft GHOUP (H) 

Ottloe ot 'he Eng1Dear1nc ottloe~ 
AAP S,a,lon 128 

SUBJr~O'!': Abor-tive Report . 

TO a Co--.ndlng Otf1oer, 40lat Boab Gp . (H), APO 507. 
ATTN: Alr Stat1at1oal Otfloer. 

1 . The following alrcn-at' aborted troa 'he 
ot 3 September 1944 due to th8 reaaona stat&d: 

aalon 

A/C 42-102674 - Return~ earlJ beoauae ot internal 
failure ot No . 2 engine. 

CHARLES • HUNT, 
C P' ·• Alr Corp • 
Group F.ng1neer1ng Ott1oer. 
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER 
STATION 128 • APO 557 

u. s. ARJlY 

3 September 1944. 

SUBJECTa Comments of Crews Parti~ipating in Ylssion to Ludwigshaven. 
3 Sept 1944. 

TO Commanding Officer, Station 128• APO 557, U.S. Army. (Thru 
Lt. Col. W. T. Seawell). 

1. Lt. Edward F. Robinson, ~avigator A/C 7478. reported that ther~ 
was no flux gate compass installed in this aircraft. 

~,,"- · 

2. Lt. Isaac Schkloven, Bombardier A/c 8160, reported that several 
P-51 fighters approached the wing head-on to within 600 yarda, amking some 
gunners jitteryo 

3o T/Sgt James w. Curtis, ROG A/C 8180, stated that chaff caught on/ 
his ~tenna, and suggests position of chute be changedo 

4. Lt. James Ao Knost, Pilot A/C 3313 1 stated that the low squadron 
of the lea~ box st~aggled somewhat and was too low enroute to target. 

5o Lto Charles Wo Keeling, Pilot A/C 8267, stated that the high box 
leader led the box into prop wash of the lead box. 

6. Lto Edward R. Jolley, Co-Pilot A/c 7790, states that 614th and 
615th squadron crews leave bags and equipment in briefing room hall prior 
to briefing, causing the halls to be jammed. 

1. Lt. Norman L. Sission, Pilot A/C 7151, reported that a Pilot's 
type flak suit was not issued him and the apron on the flak suit ot 
Lt. Mason Picker, his Bombardier, was missing. 

8. Lt. Robert Wo Vucha, Bombardier A/C 8077 and Lt. James R. Sassaman, 
Navigator A/C 7113, r~ports that llak suits had been out in the rain and 
were cold and wet when put in the aircraft. 

\o\~ 

9. The crew of Lt. ' Bert E. Hooking, Pilot A/C 7632• reported that the 
ball turret of the lead a/c of the low box was inoperative the entire mission. 

10. Sgt. Jose M. Torres, LWG A/C 7151, stated that nasal atomizer on 
this ship was rusty and should be repaired. 

1. Lt. Estel Go Burns, Pilot A/C 6992, said that carbohydrate rations 
were not available for 612th squadron crews even though they specifically 
requested them. 

351.6 
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• 

12. Lt. Leland !ayes. Pilot A/C 8236. had stomach cramps and his Co
Pilot. Lt. illie J. Hasfley flew the aircraft the entire mission and did an 
excellent job. according to Lt. Hayes . 

13. s/sgt Howard J. Frohman, BTG A/c 7872, would like fresh eggs for 
breakfast. · 

14. The crew of Lt. Herbert V. Dow. Pilot A/C 7664. statad that for 
two weeks they have b~en unable to get enough food at the comaat mess, 
particularly after a mission. They criticized the fact that second helpings 
are not given and that the first helping is too a .. ll, particularly in the 
enlisted men 's mesa. 

15. The crow of Lt. Paul R. Koons , Pilot A/C 7395, state that they do 
not get enough food at meals served after they return from a missjon. 

16. The crew of Lt. alter n. Thomason. Pilot A/C 7009, state that 
pancakes served for br &fast make some ~ of the crew members sick • 

• B. FRY, 
¥ajor, Air Corps , 
Group S-2 Officer. 
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401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) 
615TH B0111BARDll-lENT SQUADRON (H) 
AAF Station 128, A. 0 557 -

u. s . rnry 

I September 1944. 

ABORTIVE REPORT: 

. SQUADRON 615th AIRPIANE 42-102674 PILOT ___ 2_n_d __ L_t_. __ J_o_h~n_U_d~y~-
CO-PILOT 2nd Lt. B. S . Hockaday. 

PILOT ' S ST T~ENT: 

Abortive from mission due to #2 En3ine running rough and 

excessive oil leak. 

INSPECTION OF AJRCRAFT OR EQUI MENT REVEAL THE FOLLOWING DhFECTS 
OR MALFUNCTION: . 

Internal Engine Failure. No compression Ibn #1 Cylinder. 
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612'l'H BOIIBARDm:RT SQUADRON (H) 
.WlST BOXBARDDBT GROUP (H) 

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEERING OFFICER 
STATION 128 

APO 557 

SUBJECTs Battle damage Report 

TOs Engineering Otficer. 40lst Bombardment Group (H) 
Station 128. APO 567. u. s. Aray 

1. The following is the battle damage report tor the airplane• 
operated by this Squadron on the combat mission completed this date. 

AI RPLA.NE BO. 

42-97947 

42-31891 

42-102393 

42-102398 

42-106992 

42-39993 

BA:l'TLlil IWUGB 

1. Flak hole in bottom ot lett wing. Sta. I 5 
2. Hole in right side ot tuselage-Sta. # 6C. 
3o Flak hole in right aide ot tuselage-Sta. # 5G. 

1. Flak hole in bottom ot left wing.• Sta. # 16 
Penetrated SUpercharger Air Intake Duct. 

2. Hole in bottom ot lett wing-Trailing edge. Sta-# 5 
out top. 

s. Hole in right side ot tuselage-sta # S. 
4. HOle in left side ot # S Bacelle. S o'clock. 
6. 2 flak holes in bottom or right wing tip. 
6. 3 tlak holes in bottom ot right wing-Sta. # 32. 
7. 2 J'lak holes in right side or tuselage-Sta. I SH. 
8. Large flak hole in top leading edge ot right 

horizontal stabilizer tip. · . 
9. 2 .flak holes in bottom or right horizontal 

stabilizer-Sta. I 62. Out top. 
10. 3 flak holes in lett elevator. 
11. 9 flak holes in lett horizontal stabilizer. 
12. 3 flak holes in left side or tuselate-Sta. I 7 
13. 3 tlak holes in top lett side or tuselage-Sta I 6D. 

1. Negative 

1. Negative 

1. Negative 

1. Negative 



'• -.. 
Battle 

AmPLAlfE NO. 

42-102957 

43-37632 

42-97962 

ge Report continued tor 3 Se1 ber 19'" 

BATTLE D.AJIAGE 

1. Flak hole in right wing tip-Sta I 31. 
2. Flak hole in right wing tip-Sta I 35. 
3. Flak hole ·in lett wing -Sta I 9 above 

# 1 oil cooler. 

1. Flak hole in Bombadier's Sighting Glass.' 
2. Flak hole in I 4 ring cowl at 10 o'clock. 

1. Flak hole in right flap at Sta I 7-severed 
structural tube - requires replacement. 

2. Flak hole in lett outer wing panel-Sta # 32.5 
severed rear spar and Gus1et Plate. 

3. till! Plak hole ill right outer wing panel -
leading edge-Sta. 31. 



OPFI C2 OF TBB I Nl'ELLI IENCE OP'PI CBR 
S'I'A TI011 120 - APO 657 

U. S. .PJlY 

5 Septeaber 1944& 

SUBJECt: Ei'!'eotiv~aeea o1• uaeBibly anci Boab-Relea•e Pla:rea. 

!0 Conuandinf; Of' icer. Statiom. 128, APO 567, U.S. A"'Y• 

1. Every ere particip tin& in today' a miuio:a. to Lud ~ie;s lllven WIU 

intorrot,; ted. co cerai~ aneably aAd boab-relea•e flare• (j ta). 

2. General ~oueuua of opblioa aee:Red to be that, while oat every 
crew observed tl dare , they were 110-c of aay out•ta:a.ding va.lue. Soae 
bo.cbardiexo:J r porte t! t, although the flare waa &Jeea. they foUl\d it better 
to botal) o the Group ·er aa iA the paat. 

~. It ppea ru tl..a t the aaoks which the f'lare pro duo a is ore eaa ily 
disc,er:a.ible t.h.a the fl ah of' the flare i taelf. 'l'hi~ •Y account for the f'aot 
tl t bo bardier& on 6 of' t~ 5 A/C over tLe target report.~ a noticeable 
time 111.~ be ttie th start of t~ bo bf 11 a d th appeanuace of the .flare 
aign 1. These boabardiera report.d the lag to be "ver.y •li~h~, ~~ aeco d", 
"l-2 aecoJt4a". TMy agr e~ that they o aerved the bo ba b for the flare. 

4. Lt. Col. William T. Seawell, Low Box Lead r, re~ort d t at tt~ 
aaaembly rlare ~• viaible from the t il of th ing ad A/C when first 
u ott, but that when th formatio:a Jllade a alight tur• the ahitt of llght 
caused i to beco~ i~disti uiahable. 

5. Major illiw. C. G rl d. High Box IAader. and his Pilot, t.t. Carroll, 
reported obo rvi.Rt the flar .. , but jor G&rla waa of the opillion that 
their u~e waa superfluous o• d~y wh visibility t aas~mbly altitude d 
at bol!'..h1J:.b altitude il sa tiafactory. lie further .t'eelu that, o• days when 
visibility &t t;hese altiioudea i• poor, the t'lare 1• u•• at preu tis auc~ 
too eak to be & e by A/C i:a the rear of the wittg .foraatio • 

l'f. B. FRY, 
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