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Target No. 
3/AIR/26 AIR EQUIPMENT DEPOT 

AND AIRFIELD 
ERDING (Near MUNCHEN or MUNICH) 

(GERMANY) 

otographed 17 January 1943 
sued February 1943 

X. DISPERSED STORAGE UNIT. 
Y. HUTTED CAMP. 

-. . 

Illustration No. 
3/AIR/26/1 

\ 



0 IC OP 'flm I LLI <ENCE F CER o-o-1 
STA 0 128 - APO 557 

U. S. A 

24 April 194-t. 

SUBJ cr I Co at ot Crew• ila.rticipat 1 esioa to rdi , 24 Apr 44. 

1'0 a Co dill otricer, Statio 12 , A 667, u. R .. .An~y. ('t'bru 
Lt. Col. B. [. ~JOor~ea and L • Col. A. c. Brooka). 

1. jor 1111aa • Seawell, Group Lea.der, c~ated that thAt low ~x 
ot the 94th Coabat iag uaoovered too aooa a d too tar at tM beg1uni.,; ot the 

labia& rua, which • uaaaaceaaary · cauee ot thllir rela.tin podtio 1D the 
Group; thia prooedun •• 1t aeceaaary tor jor Seawell to •n ..... eral " " 
tuma be-..a t IP aad tlw target. 

2. Capt. Rut\aa r, co- :tecl t t.e&cl, avi ator 
ot e ~th Co t tor his exoell• t vir;atioa. C at1 ooaoerai.Ja& tlw 
exoelleat ... 1 atioa by the Group aad 1at t.M.d l&ricator wre •• by Lt. 
Warrea Qdula, vita tor A/O 1087, L • I ard 'f. o•• 11, Pilot A/C 1006, u4 
Lt. Al der • Li• •ato , Co-Pilot A/C 1006 Lt. J... • tocher, Jr., 
?ilot A/0 1591. 

• sneral o -•t• praiaa, the ~ rahip t <&Olat Orou 1a r.
o to emelle t torat1o tly~, avoi ..,. ot tlalc area aad avoi aoe ot 

rop ah were Lt. cbn.rd T. o• .. il, llot A/C 1005, Lt. Alexaader • 
Liv1 ato •• Co-Pilot A/C 1005, Lt. ~· • Looher, Jr., Pilot /C l5il, Lt. 
• eth • ella, Pilot A/C 1087 aad Lt. rre Oelu.la, rl at r A/C l0d7. 

4. Lt. aYer C. CUJ"Y, Bo rd1•r A/c 10~2, oaruaot uadlrataad why t 
o urae 11 a.l ya plotte <>Yer the heavy tlalc area at Oatencl a d reco da 
ol ag• 1a ~ direotioa t Di•ppe •• bei aat•r. 

5. Lt. 
ot ire pla.o• 

a G. L•TeJ• rdier A/0 239,, 
1a t bo• 1Jl ieuof p1u. 

•• aot 11k ~~•1a piece• 

6. 
toh 1 

tin. 

y's t. lvi A. Johnsoa, 
he radio room of the .. 

0.0 A/c 9~32, co plata tha 
eel B-17 limited ran 

1. The toll co ... ats were aa e coao•na the co hat aa s 
a. Lt. JohR J. Kell7, Bo rdier A/c 9932, Lt. Robert G. itager&ld, 
- Boabardhr A/c ~26 a T/s t. Aatho:ay v. Spacek. A/C 226. 

atate that tood "J"ftd tlw o • upoa th•1r re rn troa late 
llliaeioaa ia alwa¥8 p orly pr•pat"ed. 

b. Tbl orn or Lt. Qeorp • • t, Pilot A/C 7487 ud Lt. t,ewia A· 
itc~ll, Pilot A/o 7073 ar• tired ot boiled •&,• an t r1ed 

• • served oooaaei lty. 

- l -
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a. T om ot Lt. I.e 1a 
tlak au1ta whioh haft reoelltly 

• ltitcb.ll, lot A/C 7073, oa~~pla1Md tba 
on is u•d to tlw are aerally ot ooaplew . 

· 9 . !he oaly oo ut ooaoerai tn. sportatioa wu by Lt . Lewi8 A. 
to 11, Pilot It 1073, o ooaplai.Md that hia or bad a lo wait tor-. 

a truck iobd tlw up o t lae th to iJlterrogatioa. 

• • I' , 
Major, A. C. , 
oroup ~~2 orrtoer. 
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1. Target: FRDING, Germany 

Today's target is an operational GAF Station and Air Equipment depot, as wellu : 
a repair and overhaul depot for E/A. 

Ywr MPI is the ma·in storllge building, :H l :3/4 miles :tnm WNW of the A/D 
itself. This depot iR che of the most important in Germany and supplies much of 
the A/C and equipment required in the Med and Balkans. 

Today's whole effort ia a~ain aim~d at knocking out the GAF on the ground. 
If they can't get off the ground, they can't fight1 

The 1st CBW will hit the same tarcet as you, ahead of you, but will bomb on 
rl.ifferent MPI's. 

The~aminin: CBW in the 1st. Div will be hitting other A/Din th~ same vi
cinity (Landsberg and Oberpfaffenafen) 

There are no diversions, but the 3rd Div will be hitting down in Friedrich
shafen and the 2nd. Div will be hitting around Gablingen. 

Your target is assigned if the bombing is visual and tou will be goirc in 
at 2~000 1 , but if for some reason it is missed, there are 4 secondaries suggested, 
all A/Din the same vicinity (Landsberg, Le'oheim. Lechf-.ld and Neckarsul~) with 
Lechfeld holding the highest priority. 

If bombinG is PFF, the target will be Stuttgart and the formation will climb 
to 25,000 1 

As a h.st resort, you mD.y bomb any milib.ry o je0 ive in Geraany or any A/!J 
in occup - ied countries n:Jt situated close to a bujlt up area and which can be 
attack d without disruptine; fighter support. 

2. Sho· route on rnap 1;500,000 

3. Fighter support 
1 Gp 47's 1 Gp ~l's for units on Lsndsberg and Ober. from 4833-1100 
l 47's 1 47's 
1 51's 1 47's 
1 ~1' s 

&lso , lGp 51's to sweep the area from Frankfurt to 
Ludwigshafen. 

l 47's sweep area from 4948-0700. 15 min. 
after bombers hav~ oe.ssed thru for strage-lers. 

1 47's from 5030-0505, 30 min after bombers 
have passed thru fro stragglers. 

8 Gps 47's; 3 Gps 51's (with one HAF unit) 
and 2 Gps 3R's will be in support of 2nd. and 3rd. Div. 

4. IHak 
l. Hout• in 
2. No knJwn 5uns at the P/T • 
3. At rec S/T, , ME flak and at other 3 suggested S/T, none. 

-.. 



4. At PFF 1 S/T. MOD flak can be expected. 
5. Houte out. 

Chaff will be thrown out by 
CBW ltt ead. 

5. Show route on map 1;250 1 000; nite target chart; and photo of P/T and S/T. 

6.Special instructions 
1. Possibly one~ bound convoy on route out. 
2. P/W Instructions 
3. s~ Swit. 
4. A/C unable to make base on return 1 land at Earle's Colne 
5. Security. 

Lt. Fred H. Rea 
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COir'IDENTIAL (PRIORITY) 

FROIIs DPE 

TO O.G. 1ST BOUB DIV (niRU 94TH COJJBAT WING 

BARRA TIVI TELETYPE 

Reference P.o. 333. 

1. No leaflets were carried for the reason that none were on hand. 

2. Strike photos were tak.an but are aot yet available. Crews observed that 
a majority of the i.Jlcendiary bombs which were dropped by this Group hit 
over the M?I; however, hits were observed on t~ KPI, on buildings on t~ 

east ...s ai~ of the target, starting sou. fires. a.p. bombs dropped by the 
Low ~ Group in the 94th Coabat iag were observed to s trio west of the target 

area. 

4/ J. 

3 . 

5. 

or to od flakwas encoi.Ult red, enorally good for altitude, fair 
to (;Ood for dtflection. Jlo flak at target. )!ost a courkte flak waa at Oatend. 

Approxi.nw.·tely 40 r./A ere observed, mos+.ly ll -l09 1 s with a ffiYI FW-1 90's . 
Attacks er pres ed ith /A p saint; through formatio but they were aot 
ffectiv ia da1 ing our A/C. oat attacks were made on low box. Iat r

mittont attacks were m de frpm 1302 hours to 1510 hours over our route from 
20 niles south of Stuttgart to ~ a point south of Liege. An unidentified 
E/A was countered and shot down at about (4805-D055E ). It was & definite 
blue with no ~rkings or crosses. It had tapered lead and trail edges to 

lags and rounded tips. The tail assembly reoembled a Ue-109. En&ine was 
thought to bo in line. Our Claims are 2-0-o. Fighter support l'tas excellent. 

eather was desarribed as approximately 6/10 over Enilaad while the . !ill{';W as 
forming, with a strata of clouds above departing altitud•J 3/10 underoaat 
over the ChaDael, clearing aa tlw continent was penetrated and reNini~ 
clear. with ~e exceptiRa of a ground haze, to the vicinity of Bruasella oa 
the route hom.~ scattered clouds aad underoast prevailed from Brussells to 
base. 

6. IllPOR':ANT oa;ERVATIONS : 
a. 1121 hours, locatioa (5010-0l02E), 34 vessels traveling south in liae 

astern, all same ail•· 
b. 1248 hours, effective smoke acreea observed over Strasbourg. 
o. 1300 hours. location (4830-Q830B), a number of A/C were observed in 

covered dispersal areas resembling Bisse huts; approxinately 15 dispersal 
areas newly constructed. 

d. 1305 hours, smog soree11 obsernd which blanketed the entire city of 

Stuttgar~ thinly. 

~ .. 
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7. 

e. 1308 hours, streamers of 
be airdromes surrounding 
over town. 

smoke observed risiag from 4 araas believed to 
stuttgart, possi~ly contt1butiD6 to smoke screen 

r. 1312 hours, loo&tion (4825-D923E), crews observed installation reseMblia« 
largo army Okmp; regularly spaced buildings resembliag group Of Nissea 
huts• described as l&rge onough to accomadate a full Xi amy divisio of 
troops. 

g. 1331 hours, Neuburg Airdro~, cr .. s observed 50 singta eugine E/A, soae 
-109 1 8 in prooosa of taking ott and joi.niJtg tho attack. 

h. 1337 hours, d~ airdrom., surrounded by smoke ecreell, obsorvod 
immediately west of Gun&burg airdrome. 

i. 1340 hours, this Group passed over Gunsbur£; airdro- and Jrirnrnli cowtted 
a definite 50 iltaJqpe twin-engine, singte tail E/A w:t described • having 
win&& with straight leading edgo and oliptical trailing edge on tho field, 
2 A/C in process of taking off. This Group pasaod ovor Gunsburg airdroa. 
again at 1450 hours on tho route holU, observing that all hangara except 
one were ablaae, 3 A/C afire on ground and incendiary fires in tho town. 

j. 1341 hours, Isar River crossed on route to target, observed muddy and ' 
overflowiag, all tributaries being clear. Along the river won 3 basins 
with caner te walls and soctiona wider than the river itself. Each baaia 
filled with ... ter and oovori.Jlg &8 11 large an area as tho city of Preisi~. 
Tlwso a octio s were ude of co:acrete dividing walls. 

k. 1345 hours, orowe obaorwd ·-190• s tc.king off i'rol!l runways at primary 
target ju t boforo bombing. 

lultiflxkuu~CIDi:JIIIX~IIilUKJx 
1. 1400 hours, crews observed large airdro• at Bad Aibling with many haagara 

nd 25 unidoutified A/C oa field, soa. apparently in process of takiag otr. 
m. 1-iOS houu•, crows o bs•roed that a ird•ome at Obor Al ting had b oe• otfec _ti ly 

bombed, buildiags burntag and installations described as ~ dostroy.d. 
n. 1410 hours, crews observed that Landsberg airdro• had been bombed with 

good rosutta. 20 silver colored siaglo eubiae A/C oa field and approximately 
50 A/G di~porsed away froa fioid in surroundiug farms. 

o. 1412 hours, crews observe d that Lochfold airdrom. was aesorted, all 
bJildiats oatacombod aad appearing completely destroyed. 

p. 14-!0 hours, Lalaglreid airdrau (5 miles north of Augsbarg), all bu1ldi-.ga 
apparently atlame aad auch s.oke risiag. 

q. lo!45 hours, smoke screen in operation at Ludwigsburg and 15 barges observed 
in oanal. 

r. 1502 hours, 30 barrage ballooas observed flying over ~q steyr. Lar&• 
building resembling factory observed opposite Jteyr across river. 

s. 1635 hours, largo &rmy camp observed at Bitbur& (500l-0630E), aa largo aa 
a small city, buildings dlsoribed as much larger than Nissen huts. 

OTHER INFORJ& TIOll: 
a. Fighter support rondorod by P-38 11, 47's and 51's was described .as 

exco1lont, soae friendly fighters boiag apparent at all times. 
b. A/C in Distress: 

(1) 1127 hours, uuidentified B-17 hit by flak and exploded, no chutes 
observed. 

(2) 1303 hours, locatioa {4833-Q8,5E), P-38 shot down aa FW-190 which 
hit ground and exploded, no ohuto observed. 

{3) 1310 hours, location {4840-0950E), 4 P-5l'o eneaG•d eae~ formatioa 
and shot ct>wa 3 single ongi.D.o E/A, no further observation. 

(4) 1330 hours, location (4840-lllOE), unidentified B-17 exploded, 6 chutes 
obaorvod. 
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(5) 1336 hours, near IP# B-17 on &round smoking, no flame, 5 chutes observed. 
(6) 1336 hours, 3 chutes observed between IP and target, landing in wooded 

(7) 

(a) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15) 

area. 
13~2 hours, betwee IP and target, unidentified B-17 hit by flak, under 
co11tro1 while six chut a c out and then exploded. 
1347 hours, one minute p st tart;et, B-17 from wing ahead hit by ~ 
eaemy fi&ht..rs, disintegrated and 3 chutes observed. 
1350 hours, location (ll38-47~8E) single engine E/A crashed to ground 
a d exp1oaed, no chute observed. 
1352 hours, locati on (4800-1130E), P-47 or P-51 shot dawn ~ E/A, afire, 

o chute observed • 
1355 hours, location (47~8-1138E), B-17 spun dowa o fire and crashed, 
no chutes obaerTed. 
1410 hours, loc tioa (4925-0BOOE), friendly fighter thought to be P-47 
sb:>t down by E/A, o chute observed. P-47 'a observed to a hoot dowll 
2 -190 's t sa ti• and place. 
1509 hours , 1ooatioa (4920-Q803E), dog-fight ob .. rTed with oae P-47 aad 
one W.-109 goiag down, chute em rgi g fro P-47, ao chute from -109. 
1611 hours, loc tion (4920-QBOOE), Me-109 shot down by ~ P-38 •s, chute 
obserll'ed. 
1528 hours, locatio• ( 4950-Q652E). P-47 and -190 both shot down as 
result or dot-fight, one ~hit chut obs rv d. 
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'13TH BtJIBARD NT S 011 {B) 
OJ'FICK OJ' T Olmli.TIONS OJ'I'IC:IR 

..-r STATIO 126, .QO # 557 

JIX:T 1 LO.\D LIST. 

TO a OP.IRATIO On'ICXR, 40lS'l' BO:MBARDMINT S lWmO {B), 1.D S'UTIO!r 128. 
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• 

ao. 
'l'T· 

• 

I. G. 
RriG. 
PLANE liP• 4jHozoog 

• 
CP. 

• 
• 

RO. 
Tl'. 

CP • 

TG. 
G, 
G. 

• 42=11005 

i,W 11? • 42=11591 
p, 
CP , 

• 
B. 
RO. 
'rl'. 
m. 

p, 
c . 

• 
• 

RO. 
TT. 

T. 
TG, 
t; G. 

a. 

lWJK WT ltMf llRST ''P MI 

lat Lt, 
2D4 Lt. 
2ad Lt. 
2Dd Lt. 
Tl¥· 
T/~. 
:fs,;t. 

Slsct. 
S/ t. 

:fret. 

1st Lt • 
2ad Lt. 
2ad Lt • 
2adU 
T/ • 
kiSs"· 
Set. 
/Sgt. 
V¥ • 

t 

2ad Lt. 
2ad Lt. 
2D Lt. 
2ad Lt, 
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T/set. 
:fS&t· 
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sJ, t. 
:/; . 

lat Lt 
2a Lt, 
let Lt • 
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T/ • 

{ t. 
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8/, t. 

2nd Lt, 
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HU 1' 
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NOV .AI: 

GOliDO 
ROGIR 
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VIR 
BUSS 
PAT 
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MARSHALL 
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10Jit 
OTJI) 
GEORGE 
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&BOW 

TER 
LOUIS 

(Bill) 
s. 
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1. 
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P. 
H. 
:K. 
:1. 
A• 
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1. 
B. 
a. 
v. 
K. 
1. 
A• 
T. 
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'l'. 
R, 
1. 
c. 
c. 

(811) 
D. 
)(. 

E. 
• 

R.J'R, 
T. 
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J'. 
B. 
L. 
J'. 
G. 
c. 
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B. 
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SUBJECTt to &dill Lilt 

TO t Opera tiona 

1. Fo1lowin 11 

p ·U- 31486 

' DU'l'Y BK 

p - lat Lt. 
CP - ajor 
1'l - Captain 
B - Cfstain 
RO- T gt. 
TT - T/Sgt. 
BT • S/Sgt. 
TG • lat Lt. 
L s/s t. 
R s;sr;t. 

D FIF'l'E NTH S UADRO (H) 
u vn ...... "'D A D IRST 0' GROUP (H) 
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